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RURAL SOCIAL SURVEY OF HUDSON, 
ORANGE AND JESUP CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS, BLACKHAWK 
AND BUCHANAN COUNTIES, IOWA
B y  G e o . H . V o x  T u x g e l n  and  H a r k y  L .  E e i .l s
SCOPE AND PU R PO SE  OP TH IS STUDY
This bulletin contains a detailed survey of the 385 farm  
homes and farm  families living in Hudson, Orange and Jesup 
consolidated school d istricts of B lackhawk and Buchanan coun­
ties.
Farm  people are constantly asking two questions. These a r e : 
“ (1) W hat can we do to make life on the farm  mean more? 
(2) How can we, w ith the cooperation of those engaged in the 
scientific study of ru ra l life, secure a richer and fuller farm  
life?”  But before farm  people can find or work out a construc­
tive and satisfactory  solution to these questions they must hf.ve 
accurate and first-hand inform ation on two other questions. 
These are : (1) W hat have they in their community to work 
w ith? and (2 ) W hat has already been done and w hat is now 
being done to make farm  life more a ttractive ? Inform ation on, 
or an answer to these la tte r  questions alone can serve as a p rac­
tical and scientific basis on which to build a program  of action. 
Individuals and groups of farm  people can then work construc­
tively tow ard making farm  life more pleasant.
The farm  people of the school d istricts in this survey have 
taken the first step tow ard a realization of the above goal by 
tak ing  this inventory of their individual and social assets and 
liabilities. W ith their assets and liabilities located, listed and 
analvized the leaders of these communities can construct p rac­
tical program s of community improvement on the basis of a 
practical and scientific analysis of actual conditions. The first 
purpose of this study may, therefore, be said to be th a t of fu r­
nishing each of these districts with a true-to-life picture 
of itself. W ith a true-to-life picture of their district, it should 
enable the people to build, cultivate and enrich their own physi­
cal, in tellectual and spiritual growth. This in tu rn  should en­
large and improve the social and economic assets of these com­
munities. The second purpose of this survey is to furnish other 
Iowa ru ra l communities with scientific knowledge of conditions 
in certain  Iowa communities. I t is also hoped this will induce 
some other communities to take similar inventories of their as­
sets and liabilities, which will serve as a basis for their im prove­
ment.
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Professor H. L. Eells, of Iowa Stale T eachers’ College, or the 
Superintendent of the local school, personally interview ed each 
fam ily in the three consolidated school districts during 1920-21 
and secured the data with reference to eacli family on a sep­
arate  blank. The officers of the various organizations and insti­
tutions were also personally interviewed. From  these men and 
women was secured the inform ation concerning all the activi­
ties of the communities not properly listed under the inform a­
tion collected from the individual families.
The classification, tabulation and in terpretation  of facts 
listed below, unless otherwise stated, are based on and are a 
compilation of the data thus collected.
MEANS OF COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION
Tin T h ra  Districts:  Every farm  home in these districts has 
the services of a daily free delivery mail route. In  addition to 
this mail service, there is a telephone in 97.6 percent, or 81 of 
the 83 farm  houses in the Hudson district. One hundred tw en­
ty-eight, or 97 percent of the 132 homes in the Orange d istrict 
have a telephone, and 136, or 77.7 percent of the 170 homes in 
the Jesup district have this service.
Hudson:  Altho only one railroad, the Chicago Great W est­
ern, passes diagonally th ru  the Hudson district, passenger 
service and freight shipping facilities are very good and, per­
haps, are ample for the d is tr ic t’s needs. This road was opened 
in 1883.
In the month of December, 1920, out of 800 tickets tha t were 
sold at the Hudson stati- n, f>40 were to W aterloo, 63 to Rein­
beck and 44 to Cedar Falls .1
During the same month there were 10 car-loads of freight re­
ceived and 39 car-loads shipped out. Of the 39 car-loads shipped 
out, there were 19 cars of livestock and 19 cars of grain.
Orange: Two railroad lines touch the district, but no ra il­
road station is located w ithin its borders. The Chicago Great 
W estern railroad cuts across the extrem e northw est corner of 
the district. On this road there is a station two miles west of 
the west line of the district, a junction point just beyond the 
western boundary and a station in W aterloo, about two miles 
n rth  of the northern boundary line of the district. The Chica­
go, Rock Island & Pacific railroad cuts across two sections in 
the northeast corner of the d istrict. In  addition to the Rock 
Island station in W aterloo, there is another one and one-half 
miles east of the eastern line of the d istrict. All of the section
1 W aterloo and Cedar Falls a re  located no rtheast and a re  9 and 13 m iles aw ay, re­
spectively. Rsinbeck is 9 miles southw est. The population of Hudson is 408; W at­
erloo, 36,230 ; Cedar Falls, 6,316, and Reinbeck, 1,415.
METHOD OF STUDY
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lines in the d istrict, except about six or seven miles, are m arked 
w ith public roads. All but a very few of the homes in the dis­
tric t are located on the north  and south roads.
The Eagle Center road which passes th ru  the center of the 
d istric t north  and south and the diagonal road, crossing the 
northw est corner of the d istrict, have each been pu t to grade. 
The form er is well gravelled, while the diagonal road has ju st 
been paved. (In  1924.) All the roads in the d istrict have been 
graded and m any miles of these roads are tiled laterally . Two 
of the east and west roads are p artly  gravelled. A good sized 
gravel p it has been located w ithin the d istrict, so th a t the ex­
pense of gravelling is not prohibitive.
J e s u p : The main line of the Illinois Central railroad, from 
Omaha and Sioux City to Chicago, passes th ru  the center of 
this district east and west and affords very good passenger 
and freigh t service for Jesup.
All of the section lines w ithin the school d istric t except five 
or six miles, are m arked by public roads. The G rant H ighway 
passes th ru  the d istric t from east to west and was hard-surfaced 
w ith concrete in the summer of 1922.
M any of the roads w ithin the d istric t have been graded and 
gravelled, furnishing good road surfaces for most all condi­
tions of w eather. The 1 ‘ Shady Grove ’ ’ road, ‘ ‘ L ittle ton  ’ ’ road 
and the main roads leading into Jesup are kept well graded 
and dragged.
HISTORICAL SK ETC H  AND LOCATION
Hudson and Orange d istricts are p arts  of B lackhaw k county, 
while Jesup  lies p a rtly  in Buchanan and p artly  in B lackhawk 
county. These counties are ju st east and north  of the center 
of the state. Hudson d istric t comprises most of Blackhawk 
township and a little  over one section in Orange township. 
Orange d istric t comprises all of Orange township, except the 
section in the Hudson d istric t and, in addition, a little  over four 
sections of Center township, ju st south of Orange. The Jesup 
district is made up from p arts  of several townships, which lie 
p a rtly  in Buchanan and p artly  in B lackhaw k county. Each of 
these counties contain 16 townships of 36 sections each. W hen 
the first settlers came to these counties they found them  open 
prairies, w ith the exception of narrow  strips of tim ber on the 
banks of the streams. The soil is a black sandy lo am ; there­
fore, farm  m aking for these early settlers was com paratively 
easy.
The following sketches on the organization of Blackhawk, 
Orange, and Fox townships will give the reader the historical 
beginning of these a re a s :
M arch 2, 1855, on petition of John  V irden and others, it was
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ordered by the courts of B lackhaw k county J ia t  “ townships 
87 and 88 , north  of range 14, west, be organized as a civil
township by the name 
of Blackhawk a n d  
tha t the first election 
shall be held at the 
house of (saith not) 
on the second day of 
A pril, A. D. 1855; 
and at the house of 
Byron Sergeant the 
f i r s t  election was 
held. A fter the or­
ganization o f  t h e  
boaid the voters ap­
peared and voted, to- 
w it : H. H. DeW itt, 
W  a r  r  e n, Baldwin, 
H a r v e y  W ashburn, 
N. L. P ra tt, A. J . Tapp, Oliver Hughes, J . D. Perris, Byron Ser­
geant, D. M. W ard, A lbert Sergeant, and A. B. Rowe.”
Orange township was organized under order of the B lack­
haw k county court, M arch 3, 1858, and was called Adeline 
township. The name in the following A ugust was changed 
from  Adeline to Orange. The only person ever holding an im­
po rtan t political office during the first 40 years was D. P. 
Hoover, who was elected in 1891 as a state representative. Re­
ligiously, this township has been greatly  influenced by the 
Church of the B rethren. The B rethren are commonly known 
as Dunkards.
Pox township was first settled almost entirely  by Americans, 
bu t today only a few of these families rem ain and these are 
found in  the eastern p a rt of the township. N early all of the 
present farm ers are of German descent. In  the northern  and 
western p a rt of the township the people are m ostly members 
of the Catholic church, while those living in the southeastern 
p a rt belong to the L utheran  church. Jubilee is a small ru ra l 
village w ith a postoffice, general store, harness and pain t shop, 
blacksm ith and wagon shop, m eat m arket, and a cooperative 
store.
HISTORICAL SKETCH OP THE VILLAGE OF HUDSON
The earliest record of B lackhaw k county shows th a t ju st be­
fore 1850 a stage coach line ran  between E ldora and Dubuque. 
A fter a few people had settled, an inn was kept on the site of 
w hat is now the town of Hudson. This inn, or tavern, became
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the over-night stopping place of the farm ers going to and from 
Dubuque, their shipping point on the Mississippi river, where 
they  hauled their grain.
John  D. P erris came in the year of 1852 and was the first set- 
ler of B lackhaw k township. No habitation stood west of him 
and only a log cabin m arked the site of the now thriv ing city 
of W aterloo. I t was in this year th a t elk, deer and a few buffa­
lo were still seen in this vicinity.
In  1852 the first house on the site of Hudson was built by 
H iram  Ludington. Later in the fall, Adam Shigley came w ith 
his family. In  the year 1859, John  F erris  killed a buffalo on 
the A. J . Minish farm . That was said to have been the last buf­
falo seen in this p art of the country. During these early  years 
wild turkeys, quails, ducks, and geese were plentiful. They 
furnished a large p art of the se ttle rs ’ m eat supply. I t  was not 
uncommon to go out w ith a gun and kill the m eat for dinner 
during  the forenoon preceding the noonday meal.
In  1857, the first town plot of Hudson was laid out by J . L. 
and M ary Aline and Asa Sergeant. The town was first called 
Greenfield.
In  the same year, 1857-58, in the place where the bridge now 
stands, a sawmill was built by the Tew bury B rothers. I t  was 
la te r converted into a flour mill which was run  successfully by 
Jam es Holmes.
The first store was built in Hudson by A. H. Lane of W ate r­
loo, in August, 1878. I t  served the seven families living in H ud­
son a t th a t time and the farm ers of the adjoining country.
In  1860, the first U. B. church was built a t Jockevtow n and 
was la te r moved to Hudson.
On the B ert S trayer farm  was located a German B aptist 
shurch, which was built in 1877. The dimensions of this church 
were 36 by 44 feet. A few years afterw ards, it was moved to 
Hudson in pieces and rebuilt into a B rethren church.
The elevator was built in the spring of 1884 by B rackett, 
A rm strong and Company of M arshalltown and was in charge 
of Byron Sergeant.*
P O P U L A T IO N
The data  on jtopulation in this study are on the fam ily basis. 
The fam ily has been taken as a basis of study because this gives 
the truest p icture of the environm ent of those who now live or 
have lived until recently  in these d istricts. All living members 
of the different families, w hether or not they are now living in
•T he  above h istorical in fo rm ation  was secured from  V an M eter’s H isto ry  of B lack­
haw k County and  from  old residents. The v illage of Jesup  in th e  Jesu p  d is tric t has 
had a  very  s im ila r developm ent.
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the d istrict, were included in the population figures. This 
means th a t there is some duplication in numbers. W here pa­
rents were still on the farm  and had m arried children living on 
farm s in the same district, the children were counted twice. 
They were first counted in the parental family and again 
in their own family. This duplication, and the counting of chil­
dren not now residing in the d istricts, was about balanced by 
the hired men and women in the d istricts who were not enum­
erated in the population study. So the actual num ber of per­
sons on the farm s at present in these d istricts is not appreciably 
different from the figures given below. On this basis the popu­
lation figures are : for the Hudson district, 3i)8t persons; for the 
Orange district, 686 persons; and for the Jesup district, 765t 
persons.
COUNTRY OP BIRTH
Hudson:  Of the male farm  owner operators in this district, 
33 were born in the United S tates and 3 in other countries. 
Thirty-two operators’ wives were born in the United States,
1 in Ireland, 1 in Canada, and 1 in Germany.*
Of the farm  tenants, 33 were born in the United States, 8 in 
Denmark, 4 in Germany, 1 in Bohemia, and 1 in Canada. The 
wives of the tenants, with but one exception, were born in the 
same country as their husbands.
Orange: Of the owner operators, 73 were born in the 
United States, 1 in Sweden, 1 in Canada, and 2 in Denmark. 
Seventy-one of the operators’ wives were born in the United 
States, 1 in Canada, and 2 in Denmark.*
Of the tenants in this d istrict, 52 were born in the United 
States, 2 in Denmark, and 1 in Germany. Forty-five of these 
ten an ts ’ wives were born in the United States, 2 in Denmark, 
and 1 in Germ any .1
Jesups  Of the 76 owner operators, 62 were born in the 
United States, 8 in Germany, 2 in England, 2 in Belgium and 2 
in Denmark. Of these operato rs’ wives, 58 were born in the 
United States, 6 in Germany, 2 in Belgium, 1 in England, and 2 
in D enm ark .1
Of the male tenant operators 72 were born in the United 
States, 8 in Belgium, 7 in Denmark, and 7 in Germany. Of the 
82 wives of these tenants, 66 were born in the United States, 6 
in  Belgium, 3 in Germany, and 7 in D enm ark .1
THE MARITAL CONDITIONS
Hudson:  Thirty-four of the 352 male owner operators were 
m arried, and 47, or all, of the male tenants were m arried. The
fThese figures do no t include the  village population  in these d istric ts .
♦Others have no wives.
1Some of the m en are  no t m arried .
2One ow ner opera to r is a  woman.
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average age of tenants at the time of their m arriage was found 
to be two and one-tenth years less than  th a t of farm  owners at 
the time of their m arriage. The average age of tenants a t the 
time of m arriage was 25.2 years.
Orange-. Seventy-four of the 77 male owner operators were 
m arried, and forty-eight of the 55 tenants were m arried. The 
average age of the tenants at the time of their m arriage was 
found to be one and one-half years older than  th a t of the land 
owners a t the time of their m arriage. The average age of ten­
an ts at the time of their m arriage was 25.5 years.
Jessup:  Sixtv-nine of the 76 male owner operators were 
m arried, and 82 of the 94 male tenan ts were m arried. The av­
erage age of all tenants in this d istric t a t the time of their m ar­
riage was one and one-tenth years less than  the age of the land 
owners at the time of their m arriage. The average age of ten ­
an ts a t tim e of m arriage was 24.9 years.
Twelve and one-half percent of the farm ers ’ wives were older 
th an  their husbands. Ten percent of the wives of farm  own­
ers and 15 percent of the wives of tenan ts are older than  their 
husbands.
The average age of fa rm ers’ wives in these three d istric ts is 
between three and four years less th an  the age of farm ers.
SIZE OF FAMILIES
Hudson:  The average size of the owner operator families 
in which there are children is 5.1 persons, and for the tenant 
families in which there are children it is 5.2 persons. The av­
erage size of all families in  the d istric t is 4.8 persons.
Orange: The average size of the owner operator families in 
whieh there are children is 6 persons and for the tenan t fam i­
lies 4.8 persons. The average size of all families in  the d istric t 
is 5.2 persons.
J e s u p : The average size of the owner operator families in 
which there are children is 5.4 persons and for tenants, 4.9 
persons. The average size of all families in the d istric t is 4.5 
persons.
The average size of the Iowa farm  family, according to the 
1920 census, is 4.2 persons. I t  will be noted, therefore, th a t the 
average size of families in all of these districts is above the 
average fo r the state.
HOW GENERALLY DO FARMERS DAUGHTERS MARRY FARMERS 
AND HOW GENERALLY DO FARMERS’ SONS STAY  
ON THE FARM?
Hudson:  There are 59 children 20 years of age or over in 
the d istrict, 28 males and 31 females. Somewhat over three-
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fourths of these young people, when asked concerning their 
fu tu re plans, stated tha t they expected to make the farm  tlieir 
home.
According to data gathered in this survey, approxim ately 
75 percent of the m arried farm  boys and girls in the Hudson 
school d istrict now live on the farm. M any of these young 
people have settled on farm s of their own or on farm s owned 
by members of tlieir immediate families.
Orange: The number of children in the township 20 years 
old or over is 113; 56 of these are males and 57 are females. Al­
most 80 percent of these young people are in terested  in farm  
life and stated tha t they expected to live on the farm.
Somewhat over 75 percent of the young people who have 
m arried in recent years in this d istric t are now on the farm. 
The desire to stay  on the farm  seems to be on the increase, ac­
cording to community leaders, since courses in agriculture and 
home economics were established in Orange Consolidated 
School in 1916.
Jesup:  There are 119 children 20 years of age or over in 
the families of the district, 65 males and 54 females.
Almost 75 percent of these young people, when asked about 
their fu tu re plans, stated th a t they expected to live on a farm. 
Sixtv-nine percent of the m arried daughters m arried farm ers 
and 70 percent of the m arried sons are farm ers.
TA B LE I. SIZE AND O PERA TIO N  OF FARM S
A rea
Total 
no of
O perated 
by ow ners
O perated 
by tenan ts A verage 
size of
A verage 
size of 
fa rm s
A verage 
size of 
farm
farm s
No. P ercen t No. P ercen t
farm s 
in acres
operated
by
ow ner
operated
by
te n a n t
1921
Hudson
d is tric t 83 36 43.4 47 56.6 221.2 192.3 243.2
1921
O range
d is tric t 132 77 58.3 55 41.7 156.2 158.4 151.6
1921
Jesup
d is tric t 170 76 44.7 94 55.3 159.8 144.6 172.1
B lackhawk
county
1900 2,257 1,418 62.8 825 36.6 154.7
1910 2,168 1,248 57.6 909 41.9 156.9 148io 168!8
1920 2,358 1,252 53.1 1,067 45.3 144.1 132.9 156.5
B uchanan
county
I
1900
1910
2,447
2,334
1,649
1,456
67.4 783 32.0 146.1
62.4 850 36.4 150.6 143.3
.....
159.4
1920 2,232 1,239 55.5 963 | 43.1 153.2 141.2 165.7
S ta te
1900 228,622 147,305 64.4 79,736 | 34.9 151.2 152.4 145.8
1910 217,044 133,003 61.3 82,115 | 37.8 156.3 152.0 161.1
1920 213,439 121,888 57.1 89,064 i 41.7 156.8 148.1 166.8
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ECONOMIC A N D  S O C IA L  CONDITIONS
Table I  shows that the size of the farm s range from an aver­
age of 156.2 acres in Orange district to 221.2 acres in the H ud­
son district.* In  Hudson d istric t the largest farm  is 630 acres. 
There are four other farm s of 400 acres or more and but one 
farm  of less than  80 acres. The largest farm  in Orange district 
is 560 acres and there are 16 farm s of 80 acres or less. The 
largest farm  in Jesup d istric t is 400 acres and three farm s are 
less than  80 acres.
The larger farm s are in the hands of tenants, particu larly  
older tenants, indicating th a t the farm s which are large enough 
to support two families are most likely to be leased. The la rg ­
est class of landlords are re tired  farm ers. (See table IV.) 
These facts are brought out in still other ways. In table I I I  it 
is shown th a t in the Orange d istrict, where the farm s are small­
est, the average age of the owner operators is greatest of the 
three d istricts. The average age of tenants is lowest in Orange 
and the average age of all landlords is greatest. In  Orange the 
average age of re tired  landlords is greatest, and the average 
time owner operators have been farm ing is longest. In  table 
I I I  it is also shown th a t the average number of years of re tire­
m ent from  the farm  is shortest in the Orange district.
DISTANCE PROM TRADING CENTER AND RAILROAD CENTER
Hudson:  The average distance to the fam ily’s chief trading 
center is 2.44 miles. The nearest railroad  station is the same 
fo r most of the district.
Orange: The average distance to the fam ily’s chief trading 
center is 4.5 miles. The distance is so g reat because the city 
of W aterloo, which is located ju st north  of the township, was 
given as the chief trad ing  center. The average distance to a 
railroad  station is much less because of two stations ju st beyond 
the boundary of the d istric t on two sides.
J e s u p : The average distance to the nearest trad ing  center 
is 3.14 miles and it is the same distance to the nearest railroad 
station.
TA B LE II. R E L A T IO N SH IP  OR K IN S H IP  BET W E EN  TEN A NTS AND 
LANDLORDS
The k inship  between te n a n ts  and  landlords is as  fo llow s:
Hudson d is tric t O range d is tric t | Jesup  d is tric t Total
Sons ............................ 12 Sons ........................ . .1 8  | Sons ................................. . . .2 2 52
S o n s - in - la w ............... 1 S o n s -in - la w ........... . . 10 | Sons-in-law  .................. . .  . 2 13
B rothers-in-law  . . . . 1 B rothers-in-law  . . . . I )  B ro th e rs - in - la w ........... . . .  2 4
B r o th e r ........................ 1 B r o th e r .................... . . 1 | B ro ther .......................... 2
TOTAL .................... 15
N ephew .................. . .  1 | O ther re la tiv es .............
31 | 26
1
72
P e rcen t of all te n ­
an ts  ............................ 31.9
1
56.4 | 27.6 36.7
♦The average size of all fa rm s in Iowa according to the 1920 Census is 156.8 acres. 
In  1910 i t  was 156.3 acres.
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T A B LE II I . COM PARATIVE AGES O F OW NERS, TEN A N TS, AND LANDLORDS 
AND PER IO D  O F O PER A TIO N
Hudson O range Jesup Average
(83 (132 (170 (385)
farm s) farm s) farm s) fa rm s)
A verage age of ow ner o p e ra to rs ....................(years) | 42.6 47.5 46.6 46.4
A verage age of te n a n ts ...................................................... 38.8 34.5 39.0 37.8
A verage age of land loards.................................................. 53.9 54.5 53.7 54.0
A verage age of landlords s till fa rm in g ........................ 47.3 49.8 49.0 49.0
Average age of re tired  land lo rds........................  . . . .  j
A verage num ber years ow ner operators have been
62.5 63.1 57.1 61.6
fa rm ing  .................................................................................... 12.0 19.3 16.6 16.9
On presen t fa rm  ................................................................... 7.3 10.6 9.9 9.3
A verage tim e tenan ts  have b^en fa rm in g ................. 11.2 8.8 10.0 10.0
On presen t fa rm  ................................................................... 4.6 5.6 4.2 4.7
The above figures indicate th a t a large percentage of Iowa 
tenants are quite likely to succeed to ownership of the farm s 
they now operate as tenants. This tendency seems to be on 
the increase. In  1915-16, 46.4 percent of the tenants in the 
Orange d istric t were related  to their landlords, as compared to 
the 56.4 percent as shown above, in 1920-21. Farm ers are m ar­
rying just as young as a generation ago and, therefore, begin 
to raise their families as early as ever. But they live longer 
now than  formerly, and m any of them  re tire  earlier in life. 
These factors mean tha t unless farm ers die or sell out to their 
sons or sons-in-law before their death there will be a longer 
period of tenancy on these farms. But this system of related 
tenancy is a kind of partnership . I t  is not so likely to be ex­
haustive of soil fe rtility  as in those cases where the tenant and 
landlord are unrelated to each other.
Owner operators are on an average eight and one-half years 
older than  the tenants. Landlords are an average of seven and 
one-half years older than  the owner operators and the land­
lords average about 16 years older th an  the tenants. The land­
lords who have re tired  average 12!/2 years older than  the land­
lords who are still farm ing. Tenants have been farm ing on an 
average about ten years, while owner operators have been farm ­
ing one and seven-tenths times as long. Both tenants and own­
er operators have been farm ing on their present farm s about 
half as long as each has been farm ing.
TA B LE IV . LA N D LO RD S: T H E IR  FARM  E X P E R IE N C E  AND PR E SE N T
OCCUPATION
Hudson | O range Jesup
No. of landlords who have lived on a f a rm ........................ 34 46 47
No. of landlords who have never lived on the f a r m . . . . 6 5 11
No. of landlords who have lived on the farm  they now
26 28 37
No. of landlords who have never lived on the  fa rm  they 
now o w n ....................................................................................... 8 18 10
No. of landlords now fa rm in g ...................................................... 10 17 9
No. of landlords who are  re tired  fa rm e rs ............................ 23 22 29
No. of landlords in miscellaneous occupations...................... 5 7 12
No. of land lad ies ................................................................................ 6 7 8
12
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Fig . 2. W here some of the  fa rm ers of O range d istrice re tire  in the  coun try  around 
th e ir  church and  school.
The average num ber of years since the landlord re tired  from 
the farm  was 10 years for 20* of the 23 re tired  landlords in 
Hudson d is tr ic t ; 12 years for 18* of the 22 re tired  landlords in 
Orange d istrict and 14 years for 24* of the 29 re tired  landlords 
in Jesup district.
Over 80 percent of the landlords in Jesup d istric t and over 
90 percent of the landlords in Hudson and Orange districts 
have lived on farm s some time during their life. Of those land­
lords who have lived on a farm , 72 percent now or have lived on 
the farm s they own. Those landlords who have never lived on 
farm s are, for the most part, bankers and business men living 
w ithin or near the respective districts.
As regards present occupation, most of the landlords have re­
tired  from  farm ing, yet those still farm ing exceed the number 
engaged in miscellaneous occupations. Of the landlords in mis­
cellaneous occupations are three bankers, two butchers, two 
m anufacturers, two real estate men, an auctioneer, a doctor, a 
druggist, a fu rn itu re  dealer, a garage man, a lawyer, a life in­
surance man, a lum ber dealer, a mail carrier, an oil man, a post­
m aster, a railroad laborer, a truck  driver, and two work a t odd 
jobs. One banker has four farms.
TENANTS EXPECT TO BECOME LANDOWNERS
Hudson:  Of the tenants who do not own land, 78 percent 
stated that they expected to become land owners at some future 
time. Of this number, 55 percent expect to become land owners 
th ru  purchase and 23 percent by inheritance.
Orange : Of the tenants who do not own land, 94.4 percent 
stated  th a t they expected to become land owners in the future.
♦Inform ation  no t available  on the  re s t of the  re tired  landlords.
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M any of these men expect to become owners th ru  inheritance*
J e s u p : Of the tenants who do not now own land, 55 per­
cent stated th a t they expected to become land owners a t a fu ­
tu re  time. Forty-tw o percent of these tenants expect to become 
land owners th ru  purchase and 13 percent by inheritance.
INCREASE AND CHANGE IN TENANTRY
Hudson:  D uring the last five years, 11 owners of farms have 
re tired  and their farm s have gone into the hands of tenants. 
Twenty-one farm s operated by tenants have had one or more 
changes of tenants during the last five years. F ifteen of the 
rented farm s have retained the same tenants during the last 
five years.
T enantry in the Hudson d istric t is quite m arked, but the type 
of tenan t is not the kind who will do poor farm ing. M any of 
the farm s are rented  to sons or sons-in-law, a large percentage 
of whom expect to become owners of the farm s they now op­
erate. Then, too, the farm s are large, which means th a t only 
the better type of tenant will, fo r the most part, be found in 
the district. The poorer types of tenan t cannot handle large 
farms.
Orange:  W ithin the last five years, 20 owners have allowed 
their farm s to pass into the hands of tenats, but 14 of these 
farms went into the hands of sons or sons-in-law. The other six 
were rented to men not related  to owner operators. Twenty-
Fig . 3. This fa rm  has been in the  hands of ten an ts  fo r m any years.
♦Table II  shows th a t  a lm ost tw ice as m any ten an ts  in th is d is tric t a re  re la ted  to  the ir 
landlords a s  in th e  o ther d istric ts . This doubtless accounts in p a r t  fo r the  much 
h igher percen tage  in th is  d is tr ic t who expect to  become landow ners.
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Fig. 14. This farm  has ju s t passed in to  the hands of a tenan t.
six of the rented farms in the Orange district are in the same 
hands now th a t they were five years ago. F ifteen  out of the 26 
tenants on these farm s are related  to th e ir landlords. Nine of 
the rented farm s changed tenants during the last five years and 
only one of these tenants is re la ted  to the landlord. A to ta l of 
31 tenants are related  to their landlords, or 56.4 percent.
The tenan t situation in Orange d istric t is unique, in th a t the 
percent of ten an try  is com paratively low and a large p a rt of it 
is not the kind th a t will result in a lack of care of the farm s or 
in terest in  the schools, churches and community development. 
The survey shows th a t over half of the tenants are related  to 
their landlords.
Seventy-two percent of the farm s in this d istric t did not 
change ownership during the five-year period and 47.3 percent 
of the rented farm s did not change tenants during the same pe­
riod.
J e s u p : The survey shows th a t 56 owners have lived on the 
same farm  the last five years. Eleven sold their farm s to other 
farm  owners and 9 tenants bought farm s during the last five 
years. Twenty-three owners rented  their farm s during the last 
five-year period, 48 of the farm s changed tenants during the 
same period, and 23 tenants had not moved during the last five 
years.
Tenantry  is quite prom inent in the Jesup district. The sur­
vey shows th a t a large num ber of the owners of the rented 
farm s live some distance from their farm s, which makes the 
problem of the local school, roads and other public im prove­
ments much more difficult. These distant, absentee landlords 
have little  in terest in these projects and some of their taxes are 
contributed to the communities where they now live.
15
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i
Fig. 5. A m odern fa rm  barn  w ith all m odern conveniences.
LOCATION OF FARM HOME ON STATE, COUNTY OR TOWNSHIP
ROADS
Hudson : Of the 82 definite answers on location of homes, 
19 are on a state or prim ary road, 17 on county, and 46 on town­
ship roads.
Orange: Of the 132 definite answers on location of homes, 
30 are on a state or prim ary road, 17 on county roads, 85 on 
township roads.
Jesup:  Of the 156 definite answers on location of homes, 11 
are on a state  or prim ary  road, 46 on a county and 99 on town­
ship roads.
Most of the state or prim ary roads in these districts have 
been put to grade. Most of them are gravelled or paved.
TA BLE V. L IF E  INSU RA N CE.
F arm ers when questioned as to  life  insurance  reported  as fo llow s:
Hudson : O f 84 fa rm ers
51 reported  th a t  they carried  some form  of life  insurance.
16 reported  th a t  they carried  no life  insurance.
Some did n o t believe in life insurance.
O range: Of 132 farm ers
71 reported  th a t  they  carried  some form  of life insurance.
34 reported  th a t  they carried  no life insurance.
Some did no t believe in  life insurance.
J e su p : Of 170 fa rm ers
88 reported  th a t  they  carried  some form  o f life insurance.
57 reported  th a t  they carried  no life insurance.
Some did n o t believe in insurance.
Sixty-six  percent of the 317 fa rm ers  repo rting  c a rry  som e form  of life insurance.
FARMS WITH NAMES
Twenty-three of the 83 farm s surveyed in Hudson district, 36 
of the 132 farm s in Orange d istric t and 7 of the 170 farm s in 
Jesup district have special names. Naming of farm s gives the 
farm  home a special individuality  corresponding to th a t of the 
city home w ith its stree t name and house number. All farm ers 
should christen their farm s w ith names which have special sig-
16
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TABLE VI. CONVENIENCES ABOUT THE BARN AND THE FARM
Hudson d is tric t 
T o tal no. of 
fa rm s in dis­
tr ic t  ............... 83
Total no. of 
te n a n t fa rm s 
in d is tric t. . .47
O range 
T o t a l  
f a r m s  
t r ic t  . . .  
Total no. 
a n t f a r  
d is tric t .
d is tric t 
no. of 
in  dis-
........... 132
of ten- 
m s  i n  
.............  55
Jessup  d is tric t 
T o t a l  no. of 
fa rm s in  d i s-
T o t a l  no. of 
te n a n t fa rm s in 
d i s t r i c t ...............  94
No. of 
all farm s 
with
No. of 
te n an t 
fa rm s 
with
No. of 
all fa rm s 
w ith
No. of 
te n a n t 
fa rm s 
w ith
No. of 
all farm s 
w ith
No. of 
te n an t 
fa rm s 
w ith
M anure sp read e rs ............. 82 47 160 45 151 86
M anure c a r r ie r ............... 1..* 26 12 13 t
Gas en g in es ........................ 74 39 94 46 110 61
G rain e levato rs .................. 23 19 42 17 27 13
Silo ....................................... 67 36 84 36 52 32
T ractors ...................... 13 8 26 11 24 16
Trucks ................................. 3 o 4 2 5 0
M ilking m ach ine ............... 1 1 7 3 4 2
H ayloader .......................... 36 18 75 45
Corn sh re d d er.................... 5 2 4 2
Double-row corn plow. . . c c 6 3 3 2
T hreshing m ach ine ........... 30 19 21 11
W indm ill and  ta n k ........... ■2 34 19 89 54
R unning  w a ter in ya rd . c3 a 48 19 32 19
Cream  se p a ra to r ............... a 40 15 80 49
G ang p lo w .......................... 'a 32 18 59 34
Corn h u sk er ........................ o ♦No data ♦No data 0 1
Corn b in d e r ........................ * * taken taken 7 3
♦Had da ta  been collected on these item s, the  figures would have shown a  h igher pe r­
centage of farm s with these conveniences than  in the  d is tric ts  w here figures were se­
cured.
nificance for the particu lar farm. This would give the farm  
individuality  and the farm  family would have new pride in and 
an attachm ent to their home.
ORGANIZATIONS, ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP AND BREEDERS 
OP PURE BRED LIVESTOCK
Hudson:  The chief farm ­
ers’ organizations in this dis­
tric t are cooperative. They 
are a fa rm ers’ telephone 
c o m p a n y ,  a cooperative 
cream ery and a cooperative 
shipping association. T h e  
telephone company has been 
operating for 20 years, the 
shipping association only a 
few years and the creamery 
for 30 years. In  the district 
live two of the pioneer pure- 
b r  e d stock producers of 
Black Hawk county and of 
the state of Iowa. One owner
Fig . 6. W orld’s cham pion Belgian stal- O p e r a t o r  p r o d u c e d  a  W O r ld ’s  
lion, F arceu r 7332 (72924) foaled and  c h a m p i o n  B e l g i a n  Stallion, 
reared  on a  fa rm  in  th e  Hudson d is tric t. t-, n o n o  i - j
Sold in  1917 for $47 ,500. .b a r c e u r  7 o o 2 ,  a n d  i s  s a i d
17
Von Tungeln and Eells: Rural social survey of Hudson, Orange and Jesup consolidated scho
Published by Iowa State University Digital Repository, 1923
21S
to have produced more champion Belgians th an  any 
other breeding farm  in America p rio r to 1921. A
well-known middle w e s t  
Percheron breeder is also 
an active farm er in this 
school district. The dis­
tric t claims 25 other farm ­
ers who are breeders or 
owners of purebred stock, 
principally Shorthorn and 
Hereford cattle, H a m p ­
shire and Poland China 
hogs.
Orange: T h i s  d istric t 
has long been known for 
its successful fa rm ers’ co- 
o p e r a t i v e  associations 
which a r e : a cooperative 
telephone company, a cooperative egg m arketing association, 
a cooperative livestock shipping association, cooperative 
creamery, and numerous threshing and silo filling rings.
The fa rm ers’ cooperative telephone company has grown from 
an in itial membership of 70 patrons in 1902 to 125 patrons at 
the present time. Switching privileges are m aintained in W at­
erloo, w ith the Bell Telephone Company th ru  the paym ent of 
an annual due.
The cooperative egg m arketing association s tarted  in 1914 
w ith 10 members and has 22 active members at the present time. 
Each member stam ps his eggs and carton containing eggs with
Fig . 7. Tilly A lcartra , w orld’s cham pion 
m ilk cow of 1915 and  1918. This cow was 
born and  reared  in th e  O range d istric t.
3
Fig . 8. The fa rm ers ’ old cooperative cream ery  a t  Jesup .
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Fig . 9. The fa rm ers ’ new  cooperative cream ery  a t  Jesup  which replaced the  old 
one shown in  fig. 8.
a certain  le tter. In  case any egg is not stric tly  fresh as guaran­
te e ^  the producer is known and must replace the bad product. 
The eggs are all sold to a single grocery store in W aterloo for 
four cents above the m arket price for eggs. In  1920 the mem­
bers sold 21,280 dozen eggs.
The stock shipping association was organized in January , 
1921, w ith 101 members, and during the first eight months 42 
carloads of livestock were shipped.
The cooperative creamery, the oldest cooperative organiza­
tion in the township and one of the oldest in the state, was or­
ganized in 1899. The cream ery was located four miles south of 
W aterloo until 1921, when a new modern p lan t was built in 
W aterloo so th a t all farm s w ithin  a radius of 8 to 10 miles 
m ight have the benefit of a purely  fa rm ers’ cooperative organi­
zation. The new organization, known as the W aterloo Coopera­
tive D airy Company, has over 200 stockholders, every one of 
whom is a m ilk producer.
P ractically  all threshing is done by cooperative threshing 
machines, owned usually  by about 10 farm ers to the outfit. 
F rom  seven to nine farm s generally cooperate on a silo filling 
outfit, of which there are four in the district.
There are 17 prom inent breeders of purebred stock in the dis­
tric t. Five are breeders of Shorthorns, four of H erefords, four 
of Holstein-Fresians, two of Angus, and one each of Guernseys 
and Ayrshires. One of these breeders, in particu lar, has won a 
wide reputation. He started  w ith Angus cattle nearly  30 years 
ago. His services are now sought as a judge of Angus cattle at 
state, in ter-state and inter-national stock shows.
J e s n p : In  this district there is a farmers ’ m utual telephone
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company, a fa rm ers’ cooperative elevator and live stock ship­
ping association, and a fa rm ers’ cooperative creamery.
The telephone company, from a small beginning in 1902, has 
grown so tha t it now covers a radius of 15 miles, w ith 669 
phones.
The cooperative elevator, known as F arm ers’ Grain and 
Stock Company, grew out of a livestock shipping association 
which was organized in 1918. This company now owns two ele­
vators, a flour and feed warehouse, coal sheds and other stor­
age facilities. This company shipped 6,160 head of hogs and 
2,126 head of cattle during 1921. P ractically  all the stock went 
to W aterloo. It did a larger business during 1921 than in 1920.
The F arm ers’ Cooperative Creamery was started  in 1890. At 
present 1,441 cream and 60 milk customers bring their products 
to the creamery. About 750 tubs of butter are being shipped at 
present (October, 1924) to the Xew York m arket. Recently one 
farm er received a check for $463.38 from this cream ery for one 
m onth’s cream or bu tter-fat produced by his herd of Jerseys. 
I t  is anticipated tha t Jesup cream ery in 1924 will make more 
than 2 ,000,000  pounds of butter.
A census of livestock breeders shows 38 farm s raising pure­
bred cattle, viz., Jersey, 16; Holstein, 10; Shorthorn, 6 ; G uern­
sey, 4; H erefords and Angus, 1 each.
E D IK 'A T IO N A L  CONDITIONS
Iowa was the eleventh state in the United States to enact a 
school consolidation law. This law was passed in 1873, and the 
first consolidated school in the state was built in 1895 in Buffalo 
Center, Iowa. In 1897, Iowa passed her first consolidated 
school transporta tion  law.
Consolidation in each of tlie districts included in this study 
was a process of gradual evolution. In Hudson district, after 
the subject of consolidation had been ag itated  for a num ber of 
years, ten automobile loads of school patrons visited the new 
consolidated school at Melbourne. Those who went on this 
trip  were convinced of the advantages of consolidation, but it 
required a second election for consolidation to carry  in the 
Hudson district. The second election was favorable and the 
new school building was ready for occupancy in the fall of 1916.
In  Orange district, a community lite rary  society organized 
in the w inter of 1908-9 by teachers and parents first fostered 
the idea of school consolidation. The first vote on consolida­
tion held in 1914 was against consolidation almost three to one. 
The second vote held in the summer of 1915 resulted in a three 
to one vote in favor of consolidation. By September, 1916, a
20
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Fig . 10. H udson school a t  the  top, O range in the cen ter and  Jesup  a t  the  bottom . 
All a re  consolidated and  each dem ands college g raduates fo r teachers in  the  high 
school. A ll teachers in the grades m ust have had at least two years of college train­
ing. Hudson and Orange each have five acres in the school grounds and Jesup has 
eight and one-half.
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new consolidated school replaced the 10 one-room schools of the 
district.
In  Jesup district, an organization known as the Community 
Club and composed of both townsmen and farm ers, created sen­
tim ent for a consolidated school as one phase of their program  
of activities. This club, in May, 1916, appointed a committee 
of six local, representative men to visit consolidated schools in 
the w estern p art of the state to gather first-hand inform ation 
on all phases of consolidation. These six men, tho originally 
not enthusiastic supporters of consolidation, unanim ously re ­
ported in favor of such a change at a public meeting the day be­
fore school election. The vote for consolidation carried seven 
to two. By March, 1918, a new consolidated school, one of the 
largest and best equipped in the state, replaced a dozen of the 
old one-room ru ral schools.
SOME RESULTS OP CONSOLIDATION
The farm ers and village people of Hudson, Orange and Jesup 
school d istricts are providing their children with excellent edu­
cational facilities and opportunities. Their consolidated schools 
have been models for study by delegates from over a dozen 
states and from  a num ber of foreign countries.
The Orange and Jesup school d istricts are among the larger 
d istricts in the state, thus providing the financial, educational, 
professional and social opportunities th a t sm aller d istricts can­
not always enjoy.
Consolidation in all three d istricts has greatly  increased the 
school enrollment j1 promoted more regular a tten d an ce ; length­
ened the school te rm ; enabled farm  boys and girls to advance 
faste r under the direction of better qualified teachers and has 
given them up-to-date four-year accredited high school courses 
without leaving the farm. In  the Orange township, for exam­
ple, before consolidation in 1915, there were 32 students in high 
schools and 8 in colleges from the one-room school d istricts. In
1920-21, five years a fte r consolidation, there were 80 pupils in 
the local high school and 23 persons from this d istric t in col­
leges. Three times as many young people from this d istrict 
have gone to high school and college since consolidation.
The school tax  ra te  stands about half way between the school 
tax ra te  of the surrounding cities and the tax ra te  of the sur­
rounding one-room ru ra l school districts. The benefits derived 
from consolidation have increased m any fold. The auditorium s,
xIn  the  open coun try  d is tric t of O range w here th e re  has been no appreciable change 
in population, the enro llm ent in the  one-room schools in the  la s t year before consoli­
dation  was 129. Five years la te r school enro llm ent was 225. Recently, th e re  w ere 
graduated  from  the  eigh th  g rade in th is  d is tric t 34 pupils in a  single year, w hile in 
an ad jo in ing  tow nship of one-room schools, th e re  w ere 4 pupils g raduated  from  the 
eigh th  g rade  th e  sam e year. (Iowa S ta te  T eacher’s College B ulletin , Vol. X X II, No. 
3, p. 13.)
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TA BLE V II. SIZE, EN R O LLM EN T, TR A N SPO RTA TIO N  AND COSTS OF
SCHOOLS
| Hudson O range Jesup
Sections of land in th e  school d is tr ic t ...................... .............! 29 39 46
T otal num ber of pupils enro lled ................................... ............. | 232 2251 340
E nro llm ent in high school2........................................... ............. | 55 653 903
N um ber of high school te a ch e rs ..................................... ............. 1 io 7 9
N um ber of g rade teach e rs ................................... ......... ........ 1 4 4 8
N um ber of pupils tra n s p o rte d ....................................... ............. | 121 218 210
A verage leng th  of school routes (m iles ).................. .............I 4 54 4.5 5 0
N um ber of horse-draw n w agons................................... ........ 1 5 12 14
A verage m onthly wages of the d rivers5. . . ............. .............| $62 80 $57.50 $54 50
A verage cost, per pupil, per m onth5.......................... . . .  | $ 4 33 $ 4.19 $ 4 44
School taxes per acre  of fa rm  land5........................ ............. I $ 1 06 $ 1.19 $ 1 16
School ta x  ra te  (m ills)5................................................ .............1 $ 37 $ .40 $ 59
JThe O range d is tric t has the  sm allest en ro llm ent in its  school because there is no vil-
lage in  the  d is tric t as in the  tw o others.
2The enro llm ent in ju n io r high school (7, 8 and 9 grades) is 40 in  H udson d istric t, 
and in the ju n io r high school (8 and 9 grades) in O range i t  is 35. Jesup  has no* 
ju n io r h igh school.
3F o r Hudson and  O range, these figures include only th e  ten th , eleventh and tw elfth  
g ra d e s ; fo r Jesup, the  n in th  g rade  is included.
4The average length  of th e  school routes traveled  by th ree  m otor busses in  th is  d is­
t r ic t  is fou r m iles. D rivers o f the  m otor blisses fu rn ish  th e ir  own busses and m a in ta in  
th e ir  upkeep. T heir average m onthly  w age is $100. Each d is tr ic t owns its  own 
horse-driven wagons, the  drivers fu rn ish in g  only th e  horses. The average  cost, per 
pupil, p e r m onth , fo r tra n sp o rtin g  pupils on th e  m otor bus routes is $4.
5B ulletin  o f Iow a S ta te  Teachers’ College, “ G row th of Consolidated Schools in  Iow a,” 
Sept., 1921, pp. 8-11.
or high school assembly rooms, are the scenes of many com­
m unity meetings. The schools have their lite ra ry  societies, Y. 
M. C. A .’s, Y. W. C. A .’s, boy scouts, girl reserves, and parent- 
teachers’ associations. A full four-year high school course, a 
longer term  of school and all the community advantages offered 
by these schools at such a small additional cost has sold the con­
solidated school idea to the patrons.
A happy mixing of farm  and village children is also found in 
the two distric ts which include villages. In  the Hudson dis­
tric t, 121 of the 232 children live on farms, while in the Jesup 
district, 205 of the 340 children live on farms.
SPECIAL SCHOOL WORK
Jesup  provides an annual short course for older boys who 
have dropped out of school before completing the eighth grade, 
or the high school course. A special instructo r is provided for 
this work. The course is offered in m id-w inter when the farm  
work is lightest and is such that these boys can take the time 
to a ttend  school for a num ber of weeks. The work is so corre­
lated  w ith the regu lar school work as to make available the 
necessary equipment for effective work and practice.
MORE BOYS THAN GIRLS GRADUATE PROM HIGH SCHOOL
Another thing of interest is the ratio of boys to girls who 
complete the high school course in the purely open country  dis­
tric t of Orange. In  this d istric t the num ber of high school
23
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graduates of the first four classes, 1918, 1919,1920 and 1921 was 
48. Of these 27 were boys and 21 girls. The state census of 
1915 shows th a t all persons in Iowa who have attended high or
preparatory  schools, 5 9 
percent are women, and 
th a t 64 percent of those 
who have attended these 
schools four or more years 
are women.*
DISTRIBUTION OP HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES
The Orange and Hudson 
d istricts have about the 
same enrollment. Almost 
one-half of the children in 
the Hudson d istric t live in 
the village of Hudson. The 
Hudson high school g rad­
uates for the first four 
years, 1917, 1918, 1919, 
1920, num ber 53. Of this 
num ber 8 are teaching, 11 are in college, 6 are in business, 2 
are farm ing for themselves, 10 of the young women are m ar­
ried, and 16 are a t home helping their parents. Of the grad­
uates of the first four classes in Orange, 48 in all, 8 are teach­
ers, 23 are in college and 17 are living on farms, either m arried 
or single. Of those in college, three are train ing  to become 
nurses and three are attending business college.
VOCATIONAL TRAINING
Domestic science, agriculture and m anual train ing  are offered 
in all three schools. Each school is well equipped to carry  on 
these different lines of vocational work. Hudson and Orange 
schools together employ one agricu ltural instructo r who de­
votes half-tim e a t each school. A music supervisor divides her 
time between these same schools. Jesup has a full-time agricul­
tu ra l teacher. In  each of the d istricts, the teacher of agricul­
tu re  is employed for 12 months of the year. D uring the sum­
m er months he directs the club work of club members and helps 
them prepare for their stock show exhibits.
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
E ntertainm ents and gatherings which bring the people to­
gether a r e : lecture courses, concerts, operettas, educational mo-
♦Iowa S ta te  Census, 1915, page XL.
Fig . 11. S ta te  cham pionship h igh school 
judging  team  of 1921-22 and  th e ir  instruc to r. 
Two m em bers of the team  a re  from  the  H ud­
son d is tric t and one from  O range.
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tion pictures, stereopticon pictures and lectures, basketball 
games, high school parties, declam atory contests, community 
orchestra and band concerts, corn and poultry  shows, communi­
ty  fairs, stock shows, fa ther and son and m other and daughter 
banquets, fa rm ers’ institutes, community club meetings, Farm  
Bureau meetings, and others. All of these gatherings and or­
ganizations help to link the schools, the farm s and the farm  and 
village people together in their many common interests. More 
complete and successful cooperation in various economic en ter­
prises have resulted from the people learning to know each 
other and their common in terests th ru  these meetings and gath ­
erings. People learn to know and like their neighbors better 
and discover tha t they have m any in terests and problems in 
common. They find the solution of their problems often made 
easier by interchange of ideas and discussions. E very  consoli­
dated school should be, in addition to a center of learning for 
the childhood and youth, a generating and service station for 
all in the community.
TA BLE V III. SUGGESTIONS FO R  SCHOOL BETTERM EN T AS GIVEN BY
PA TRO N S
The following replies w ere given to the  question, “ W ould you recom m end any 
changes in the p resen t public school system  and  methods ?”
Hudson | O range Jesup Total
Satisfacto ry , no change desired .............................. 33 | 45 ! 37 115
More sa tisfac to ry  tra n s p o rta tio n ........................ 14 i 9 12 35
B etter school bus d riv e rs ......................................... 14 I 5 9 28
C hange in curricu lum . 8 ! 3 1 12
B etter discipline ......... 1 •• i 7
Tax too heavy ............. ................................................ 1 6 6
Give less tim e and  im portance to  a th le tic s . . . . •• 1 1 2 3
C hildren go downtown too much a t  noon . . . . 2 1 . . 2
W arm  school lunch in cold w e a th e r.................... 1 2 2
B ette r care  fo r b eg inners ......................................... 2 2
No card playing and  sm oking ................................ 1 2 2
L et superin tenden t and  teachers a lone ............... i •• 1
F ree  tex t books ........... ! i 1
Teacherages ought to be b u il t ................................ l 1
O lder boys bother younger ones............................ 1 i 1
More v isiting  by p a re n ts ........................................... 1 . . 1 1
School w ork too ha rd . ................................................ 1 1
U niform ity  of dress am ong high school g ir l s . . 1 1 1
Over h a lf of the  223 fa rm ers rep o rtin g  on this question were satisfied w ith the ir
p resen t school system  and had no changes to  suggest. Of the  107 fa rm ers who rec-
ommended changes, 58 percen t desire m ore satisfac to ry  tran sp o rta tio n  and be tte r
school bus drivers. Sixteen o ther changes w ere m entioned by the others.
TABLE IX. EDUCATION OF FARM ERS AND T H E IR  W IV ES
D ropped out of [ D ropped out Dropped out
school in or . in or w ith in or w ith
w ith grades | high school college
No. | P e rce n t | No. P ercen t No. P ercen t
HUDSON F arm ers 59 | 73 | 13 | 16 9 11
(83 fa rm s) Wives 56 | 69 | 15 18 10 13
ORANGE Farm ers 91 | 72 | 21 | 17 15 11
(132) farm s) Wives 83 | 65 | 30 I 24 14 11
JE S U P  Farm ers 136 1 83 | 22 | 13 6 4
(170 fa rm s) Wives 116 | 72 | 37 | 23 7 5
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The percentage of fa rm ers’ wives attending high school is 
higher in each d istrict than  th a t of their husbands, tho the per­
centage attending  college is practically  the same for both. 
About three percent more owners than  tenants attended high 
school and college. One and one-half percent more ten an ts’
>«» -
TA B LE X. FARM  LIBRA RIES*
H U D SO N :
In 69 fa rm  homes there  a re  an  average of 84 volumes per home.
31 ow ners’ homes have an  average of 103 volumes per home.
38 te n a n t homes have an  average of 60 volumes per home.
O R A N G E:
In 103 fa rm  homes th e re  a re  an  average of 103 volumes per home.
61 ow ners’ homes have an average of 105 volumes per home.
42 te n a n t homes have an  average of 96 volumes per home.
JE S U P
In  89 fa rm  homes th e re  a re  an average of 65 volumes per home.
41 ow ners’ homes have an  average of 69 volumes per home.
48 te n a n t homes have an  average of 62 volumes per home.
FO R  TH E 3 D IST R IC T S:
263 fa rm  homes have an  average o f 84 volumes p e r home.
133 ow ners’ homes have an  average of 96 volumes per home.
128 te n a n t homes have an  average of 73 volumes per home.
♦L ibraries of less th an  10 volumes w ere om itted. A ccurate  da ta  w ere also lacking in 
a  few cases.
TA BLE X I. P A PE R S AND MAGAZINES 
N um ber which go in to  homes daily , weekly, and  m onthly
| Hudson | O range JesuD
O W N ER S: 1
............................................................................i 69 I 82 | 85
............................................................................| 30 1 17 45
............................................................................ | 68 1 65 86
............................................................................ | 112 | 158 154
............................................................................! 10 I 50 16
............................................................................! 289 | 372 386
T E N A N T S : 1
............................................................................| 57 1 57 87
............................................................................| 24 } 16 28
............................................................................1 57 | 55 67
...............  ........................................................ | 88 | 116 133
............................................................................I 9 | 32 9
T o ta ls . . . ............................................................................| 235 | 276 :24
V ery few  of the  fa rm ers claim  th a t  they read all th e ir  papers and m agazines. Sev­
en ty-th ree , however, said th a t  they  a ttem pted  to read  headlines and  g e t th e  m ain  
ideas out of all th e ir  papers. The g re a te s t num ber of papers and m agazines found in 
one home was 25.
TA BLE X II. N E W SP A P E R S—D A ILIES
No. homes in d is tr ic t..........................
i Hudson
...................... | 83
O range
132
Jesup
170
Total
385
Dalies i
W aterloo  (2) ....................................... ......................I 90 119 136 345
Chicago (4) ........................................... ........................ 11 7 13 31
Des Moines (2) ................................... ......................1 » 4 0 7
Chicago m arke t (1 ) ............................ ......................1 11 3 5 19
K ansas City (1 ) .................................. ......................1 5 5 7 17
Cedar Rapids (2 ) .................................. ......................1 1 1 6 8
M inneapolis (1) ................................. ......................1 3 0 2 5
Dubuque (1) ......................................... ......................I 1 0 1 2
St. P au l (1) ......................................... ......................1 1 0 1 2
Lincoln (1) ......................................... ......................1 o 0 1 1
T o tals ....................................... ...................... | 126 139 172 437
W eekly local new spapers................. ...................... | 67 14 47 128
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wives than  farm  ow ners’ wives went to high school, but four 
percent less w ent to college. At present more boys than  girls 
are graduating  from  high school in the Orange district. (See 
page 223.)
The num ber of daily newspapers going into the farm  houses 
of these three d istricts averages slightly  over one per home.
TA BLE X III. M AGAZINES RECEIVED  IN  FARM  HOMES
Hudson O range Jesup Total
No homes in d is tric t ................................................ 83 132 170 385
Classes
W om en’s ........................................................................ 76 79 90 245
Juven ile, ch ild ren’s and youth’s ........................ 13 12 8 33
Fiction ............................................................................ 3 9 12 24
General in te res t .......................................................... 16 4 21 41
News review  ................................................................. 0 2 0 2
Scientific and  M echanical......................................... 1 3 3 7
L ite ra ry  ............................................................................ 10 15 9 34
F ra te rn a l ....................................................................... 1 0 2 3
Travel, lite ra ry  and  science ..................................... 2 3 0 5
L ite ra ry  and News .................................................... 1 3 1 5
O rganization publications ....................................... 0 1 2 3
Totals ............................................................... 123 131 148 402
Fifty-one different magazines are received. On an average 
there is about one regular magazine to a farm  home. There is 
a great dearth  of ch ildren’s magazines. Only eight percent of 
the farm  homes receive such magazines.
TA BLE XIV. AGRICULTURAL PU BLICA TIO N S W HICH FAKM ERS SUBSCRIBE
FO R
] Hudson O range Jesup Total
No. homes in d is tr ic t .............................................. . .1 83 132 170 385
Type of m agazine i
Iowa fa rm  w eeklies.................................................. , . |  74 94 107 275
N ational fa rm  w eekly.............................................. , . |  25 39 34 98
N ational fa rm  m onthly and  sem i-m onthly. . . . . | 50 84 107 241
Daily fa rm  m a rk e t.................................................. . . |  18 1 5 24
Specialized dairy  periodicals.................................
Livestock breed papers
, . |  9 
1
34 22 65
1. S w in e ............................................................. . . |  1 2 2 5
2. C a t t l e ............................................................. . , | 11 11 4 26
F arm  m echanical publica tions............................ . .  0 0 2 2
Iow a fa rm  m onthly and sem i-m onth ly ........... , . |  10 4 3 17
Pou ltry  journa ls  ...................................................... , . |  2 2 1 5
Bee jou rna l ................................................................. , . |  0 1 0 1
Totals ...................................................... ■ | 200 | 272' 287 | 759
Table X IV  shows that 51 different farm  papers are subscribed 
for. More than  half are weekly publications. The three farm  
papers subscribed for in largest numbers are general farm  pub­
lications published in Iowa. Three-fifths of the farm  papers re­
ceived are general in content, dealing to some extent w ith most 
of the different phases of the farm  and farm  life. The other 
two-fifths generally trea t of but one particu lar phase of the 
farm , usually some breed of livestock. These are more special­
ized and are more technical journals.
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TABLE XV. RELIGIOUS PAPERS IN FARM HOMES
| Hudson | O range | Jesup  | Total
No. of homes in d is tr ic t................................... .........! 83 | 132 1 170 1 385
Frequency of publication i i i 1
M onthly ........................................................................... i i 2 1 4 i 7W eekly ..................................................................... -----1 H  1 55 | 21 90
Q uarterly  ............................................................... .........1 4 1 25 1 o | 29
Totals .............................................................. 1 19 1 82 1 25 | 126
Slightly less than  one-third of the farm  homes receive relig­
ious papers. N early tw o-thirds of the religious papers in these 
d istricts go to the Orange district into the homes of the mem­
bers of the Church of the Brethren.
TA BLE X V I. STATE AND GOVERNM ENT B U L L E T IN S RECEIVED  AND READ
To the  question, “ A re S ta te  and G overnm ent B ulletins Received and R ead?”  the  fol­
lowing answ ers w ere received :
| Hudson | O range | Jesup  J Total
Receive and read th e m .............................................. ! 48 | 63 | 69 ! 180
Occasionally receive and re a d ................................ | 4 28 \ 37 | 69
Do not receive th e m .................................................... I 31 41 j 64 136
REL IG IO US  ( 'ONDITIONS  
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION
H u d s o n : In  1860 a Sunday school was organized at Jockey- 
town school house, which formed the first United B rethren 
church in the country the following year with a membership of 
15. In  1877 they built their first church, which in 1884 was 
moved to Hudson. The present church was built in 1900. The 
church membership gradually  increased and at present is 155. 
The Sunday school with eight classes has over 100 members and 
an average attendance of about 60. The activities of the church 
are well organized and socialized. The Christian Endeavor has 
over 30 members, each of whom leads the meeting in his turn. 
The L adies’ Aid has over 20 members.
The Baptists organized in 1884 and held their services in the 
United B rethren church. Later, the B aptists moved into the 
B rethren church, where they held Union Sunday School until 
1892, when their church was completed.
The B rethren church of Hudson was organized in 1882. Of 
the 11 pastors who have served the church, two have served ten 
years each. The Congregational church members held their 
services in the B rethren church for a while. The B rethren 
church is ju stly  proud of a num ber of its men who have become 
prom inent in other communities.
Orange: The religious denomination tha t predominates in 
the Orange d istric t is known as the Church of the B rethren and 
the church is called the South W aterloo Church of the B reth ­
ren. The organizers and charter members came from Pennsyl-
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Fig . 12. An open coun try  church located a t  the  cen ter of the O range d is tric t. I t  
is the  only church in the  d istric t.
vania about 1860. The first meetings were held in a small log 
farm  house and later in four different sehoolhouses, while their 
old-time “ love feasts ,”  the g reat communion and fellowship 
meeting of the year, were held in newly-built barns. The first 
church building, completed in 1869, was replaced in 1913 by a 
large m odern $35,000 structure , heated by steam and lighted by 
electricity. In  addition to this cash outlay, much labor was con­
tribu ted  by members. I t  has a full basement providing ample 
room for social activities. There is a nicely furnished rest 
room, where during  church services small children are well 
cared for. The church membership is 267, of whom 202 are 
adults. The average attendance a t the Sunday m orning serv­
ices is g reater than  the to tal membership. This congregation 
has-furnished seven foreign missionaries, and is now providing 
full support for three and partia l support for a fourth.
This d istric t is quite a unique example of religious stability, 
in th a t there is but this one church in the d istrict, and most of 
the families of the d istric t belong to it, or attend  services there. 
I t is a stric tly  ru ra l church and all of its members live in the 
country. I t  is supported principally  by assessments. There is 
a per capita tax  of one dollar per member and one dollar and 
fifty cents additional fo r those over 18 and under 21 years of 
age. Members over 21 are assessed four dollars additional un­
less they have a property  valuation above $3000. In  the la tte r 
case, the financial board of the church m ay levy assessments 
sufficient to meet the rem ainder of the y e a r’s budget on a pro 
ra ta  basis.
This church is a conspicuous example of w hat a ru ra l church
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can do in  a field th a t is large enough to furnish a real following 
and where denom inational, cut-throat competition does not do 
its destructive work. I t  dem onstrates th a t farm  people can 
have a real church home and a strong church if they  will but 
combine their resources and talen ts upon few churches. In  this 
day of the automobile it  is altogether practical to do so.
This open country church has the largest membership and 
the best equipm ent of any of the churches in the three districts. 
I t  is lighted by electricity, steam  heated, has a salaried jan ito r 
or custodian, 20 separate Sunday school rooms, a well-equipped 
kitchen and a large dining room in addition to the large audi­
torium. The average Sunday school attendance is over 300, all 
of whom live in  the country and half of whom are adults. I t  is 
a church in  which agriculture and religion mix to the advan­
tage of both and to the common enrichm ent of ru ra l life.
Jesup:  There are four churches in the Jesup district, B ap­
tist, Catholic, M ethodist, and Presbyterian.
The B aptist church was organized in 1862. I t  has a member-
TA BLE X V II. CHURCH M EM BERSHIP AND DENOM INATIONS OF OW NERS.
TEN A N TS AND W IV ES
OW NERS
1 Hudson_______j______ O range______\_______Jesup
Denom ination Men W omen Men W omen Men W omen
Total no................... 35* 35f 77 761 76 72f
B ap tis t ..................................... 4 5 3 4 4 15
Catholic ................................... 2 2 3 3 16 18
C hristian  ................................ 1
Church of the  B re th re n . .  . 2 1 47 47
C ongregational .................... 2 2 1 1
E vangelical .......................... 2 2
L a tte r  Day S a in t ................. 1
L u th e ran $ ................................. 4 4 3 3 5 6
M ethodist .............................. 2 3 6 7 12 14
P r e s b y te r ia n .......................... 1 4 1 1 9 1
S p ir itu a lis t ............................ 1
U nited  B re th ren  ................. 6 11 2 1
U nited  P resb y te ria n ........... 2 2
Total no. m em bers. . . . 23 33 67 69 50 57
P ercen t .......................... 63.8 94.3 87.0 90.8 65.8 79.2
TEN A N TS
Total no ................... 47 , 4 6 | 55 53t 94 9 3 |
B ap tis t ................................... 5 6 2 2 1 5
Catholic ................................... 2 4 3 3 29 29
C hris tian  ................................. 1 2 2
Church of the  B re th ren . . . 1 2 27 27 1
C ongregational .................... 1 2
E v a n g e l ic a l ............................ 1 1
J L u theran  .............................. 15 16 3 4 8 7
M ethodist .............................. 1 4 2 5 6 10
Presby teria l .......................... 1 2 14 12
U nited  B re th ren  .................. 5 5 1 1
Total no. m em bers. . . . 30 37 39 48 62 65
P e r c e n t ............................ 63.8 80.4 70.9 90.5 66.6 69.9
•O ne ow ner is a  wom an.
fSom e of the  single m en have th e ir  m other, a  s is te r or s iste rs  keeping house fo r them . 
The num ber o f women is, therefore , g rea te r here  th a n  is show n fo r fa rm e rs ' wives 
under m a rita l conditions.
^G erm an, D anish and  Swedish L u therans.
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Fig . 13. The fou r churches in th e  v illage of Jesup , B ap tist, Catholic, M ethodist, 
P resby terian . The church buildings in the  village of Hudson a re  very sim ilar.
ship of 74 adults and 6 children. Eleven members are non-resi­
dent. The church attendance averages about 50 Sunday m orn­
ings and 35 Sunday evenings. The Sunday school has a mem­
bership of 25 adults and 50 children. The average attendance 
is about 20 adults and 40 children. A young people’s society 
of 22 members meets weekly before the Sunday evening service. 
There is a flourishing social circle and a Ladies ’ Aid society.
The first Catholic church was erected in 1882 w ith the coop­
eration of 13 families, which by 1894 had increased to 35 fam i­
lies. Soon after, the present church was built and equipped. 
The membership a t present is 500, including 100 children. Nine­
ty  children receive doctrinal instructions in the m oral and 
C hristian law  on Saturdays and Sundays. F o r convenience of 
the regu lar members, the hours for Masses on Sundays and holi­
days of obligation are 8 :30 and 10 :00 a. m. On the first Sunday 
in Jan u a ry  each year, a complete financial statem ent, which 
gives the exact amount contributed by each person during the 
year, and a detailed account of the expenditures, is handed to 
each family.
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The M ethodist Episcopal church has a membership of 175 
adults and 35 children. The average church attendance is 
about 120 in the morning and about 35 in the evening. The 
Sunday school has an unusually large proportion of adults, 
having a membership of 112 adults and 80 children. The aver­
age attendance at its seven Sunday school classes is about 65 
adults and 35 children. The orchestra is composed of 10 to 15 
pieces from the young people’s class. There is no basement un­
der the church, so the social gatherings are held in the lecture 
room and kitchen. The church support is $2500, not including 
benevolent contributions for missions.
The Presbyterian  church has a membership of 161 adults and 
14 children, and has an average church attendance of 100. The 
Sunday school has a membership of 38 adults and 71 children. 
The church support for 1921 was $2660.
Table X V II shows th a t farm  women are more likely to be 
church members than  their husbands, w hether owner or tenant. 
E ighty and two-tenths percent of the farm  women and 70.6 per­
cent of the farm ers in these d istricts are church members. This 
is considerably higher than  it is for Iowa as a whole, where ap­
proxim ately 60 percent of the women and 40 percent of the men 
are church members.
Table X V III shows the correlation between church member­
ship of parents and the church membership of their children.
TA B LE X V III. CO RRELA TIO N  OF CHURCH M EM BERSH IP OF C H ILD REN  10 
YFA RS OLD AND OVER W ITH  CHURCH M EM BERSHIP OF PA R EN TS
(Only fam ilies in which one or m ore children a re  10 years of age or over a re
included)
SO
.2
1Gj
Children 10 
years and 
over
Children 15 
years and 
over
Children 20 
years and 
over
O
o
£
Total
no.
No.
church
m em­
bers
Total
no.
No.
church
m em ­
bers
Total
no.
No.
church
mem ­
bers
Fam ilies w here both paren ts,
or liv ing  p aren t, belong to 
church
Hudson ................................. 27 84 1 53 55 41 35 29
O range ................................... 57 204 | 146 135 113 89 67
Jesup  ..................................... 39 104 1 73 62 41 37 25
Fam ilies w here neither p a re n t |
is m em ber of church
Hudson ................................. 5 8 1 3 1 0 0
O range ................................... ( 22 0 15 0 10 0
Jesup ..................................... 17 37 0 20 0 8 0
Fam ilies w here fa th e r is no t a  | 
m em ber, b u t m other is |
H udson ................................ 9 24 9 17 9 12 8
O range ................................... 7 20 8 8 4 3 1
Jesup  .....................................
Fam ilies w here m other is no t a
i 22 0 15 0 6 0
m em ber, bu t fa th e r is
H udson ................................ 0 0 0 0 0 9 0
O range ................................... 3 7 0 4 0 1 0
Jesup  ..................................... 15 46 0 34 0 15 0
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Here it will be noted tha t where neither paren t belongs to a 
church none of the children belong to church, w ith a single ex­
ception. In two earlier studies which the R ural Sociology Sec­
tion has made it was also found tha t where neither paren t be­
longed to church none of the children belonged to a church.* 
This seems to show tha t church memberships are recruited  and 
reinforced only from church families.
In  m any cases where only one of the parents is a church mem­
ber this membership is held in a church outside of the com­
munity. This n > doubt accounts, in p art a t least, for the com­
paratively  small num ber of children in these families who are 
church members. This should convince parents of the advan­
tages of m aintaining their church membership in a local church.
S OCI AL  CONDITIONS  
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
All of the community activities in these d istricts other than 
the more purely religious or church activities, are centered in 
and about the schools and the school equipment. Each district 
has a community council, the business of which is to correlate 
and coordinate all of the d is tr ic t’s activities. This makes both 
for efficiency and general community interest in all and each 
activity. These councils are made up of a representative from 
each organization in the district. The following is the person­
nel of one of these councils: president of school board, superin­
tendent of schools, president W om en’s Christian Temperance 
Union, president lad ies’ club, president of m others’ club, presi­
dent of the Orange club, president of the Farm  Bureau, elder of 
the church, superintendent of Sunday school, secretary of farm ­
e rs ’ cooperative cream ery and the m anager of the band. Each 
of the other councils is likewise representative of all in terests 
in its district.
MEDICINE, EDUCATION AND RELIGION ON T H E  A TH LETIC
COUNCIL
T hat the school activities have the support of the entire com­
m unity is shown by the personnel of the Community A thletic 
Associations. The officers of one of these associations are: 
P resident, a local physic ian ; m anager, the superintendent of 
schools; secretary-treasurer, a local minister. The people of 
these communities believe in a blending and interm ingling of 
their work, education, recreation and religion. The marked 
success of this combination, as shown by the superior results in
♦Bulletins 184 and  193, A gricu ltu ral E xperim en t S ta tion , Ames, Iowa.
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each of these four fields of hum an endeavor in these districts, 
forces one to conclude th a t these people have found in this sys­
tem a superior method of dealing w ith their varied community 
problems. Many of these activities educational, recreational 
and social are staged by the children enrolled in the schools. 
Their parents, older and younger brothers and sisters, friends 
and school patrons, are interested spectators. B ut there are 
also m any activities of the educational, recreational and social 
type in which the people of all ages in the d istricts partic ipate 
both as perform ers or exhibitors and as spectators. Both 
classes or groups of activities are considered community affairs 
and are staunchly supported and fostered as such. Babies, chil­
dren, adults and aged folks all mingle together and assume 
their role in these activities. Each of these d istricts, therefore, 
functions as a well-organized community w ith a balanced, well- 
planned program  to meet its m any and diversified needs.
In  addition to the usual school work done by the school chil­
dren, there are a num ber of other lines of work or activities 
which are actively partic ipated  in largely by the school chil­
dren of the districts. Each of the following organizations or 
activities is found in one or more of the three d is tr ic ts : high 
school Y. M. C. A. and Y. AY. C. A .; in tra  and inter-scholastic 
athletic contests; Boy Scouts; Girl Reserves; boys’ and g irls ’ 
glee clubs; class plays or program s; declam atory contests.
There are also the following organizations and activities, each 
of which is found in one or more of these d istricts and actively 
partic ipated  in by members of the community as a w hole: com­
m unity receptions for teachers; community receptions for new­
comers in the com m unity; alumni and friends b an q u e t; lecture 
course; lite rary  society; parent-teachers m eetings; community 
band and orchestra program s; Farm  B ureau and fa rm ers’ insti­
tu te meetings and short courses; Christmas and Thanksgiving 
program s; community picnic days; father and son and mother 
and daughter banquets; community fairs and grain and stock 
shows; boys’ and g irls’ work and exhibits; community sports 
(ball games between owners and tenants, farm ers and sons, 
e tc .); F ourth  of Ju ly  celebrations; school visiting days; com­
mencement activities.
The Blackhaw k county Y. M. C. A. secretary takes an active 
part in many of these community activities.
Hudson : Community meetings of one form or another are 
held on an average about every two weeks. Community sing­
ing, readings, a paper and talks are p arts  of nearly every pro­
gram, supplem ented w ith frequent m irth-provoking debates, 
vocal, instrum ental and whistling solos, duets or quartettes. An 
orchestra or glee club program , and an occasional playlet, pan­
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tomime, or im personation by local talent, a movie, or a lecture 
by some outside man or woman are im portant features of other 
programs. Over 200 attended the father and son banquet last 
year and the mother and daughter banquet carried out by the 
Community Council th ru  its appointed committees was even 
la rger and more successful. O ther banquets were the Junior- 
Senior banquet, which resulted from  the sale of lecture course 
tickets by high school students. F ifteen  girls of Hudson dis­
tr ic t and 17 girls of Orange d istric t presented a Chinese operet­
ta. V isito rs’ day a t school brought some member or members 
from nearly every fam ily to the schoolhouse one day during 
V isitors’ week. The declamatory contest, senior class play and 
commencement were other notable events of the school year. 
Parent-teachers meetings are held several times a year. A three- 
day fa rm er’s institu te  was held. Three of the high school boys 
tak ing  the Smith-Hughes course placed fifth, six th  and eighth 
a t the D airy Cattle Congress at W aterloo. L ater the dairy  
judging team  won first place a t the Iowa S tate College in a 
dairy  cattle judging competition w ith high school teams from 
all over the state. Two of the boys from  Hudson and one from 
Orange High School won the championship of the state in  stock 
and grain  judging. Three high school girls went to a three-day 
Y. W. C. A. conference a t Des Moines, the first conference of 
its kind ever held in the state. Six high school boys attended 
the first annual Older B oys’ Conference a t W aterloo, held un­
der the auspices of the County Y. M. C. A. Thirteen boys and 
13 girls are active members of boys’ and g irls ’ calf and pig 
clubs. Five boys and eight girls are members of a garden club. 
F our boys and six girls are members of a poultry  club and 
seven boys and three girls are members of a potato club.
I t  was found th a t 60 of the 83 farm ers are members of some 
fa rm ers’ organization. Twenty-five belong to a country social 
club, and two to the G reater W aterloo Association. This is an 
association of W aterloo business and professional men and 
farm ers and has as its purpose a study of the common prob­
lems of these groups.
Many of the fa rm ers’ wives also belong to social clubs in and 
around Hudson. The greater num ber belonging to the Country 
Social club, or the Clover Leaf club. O ther social or semi-social 
clubs to which a num ber belong are, L adies’ Aid, Good Luck 
club, Tuesday S tudy club, D. A. It., and Lincoln Cemetery asso­
ciation.
In  noting the num ber of picnics, contests, fairs, socials, 
games, it was found th a t there were 29 different and distinct 
recreational institutions attended  or taken p art in  by the people 
of Hudson district. Seventy-two of the 83 families visited a t­
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tended the last Cedar Valley Fair, 64 attended the Cattle Con­
gress, 17 attended the chautauqua, 13 attended the Lecture 
Course, 24 attended the local F ourth  of Ju ly  celebration, 18 a t­
tended the S tate F a ir and 15 attended picnics.
A. CALENDAR OP EV EN TS AS ARRANGED BY T H E  COMMUNITY
COUNCIL*
The following is a list of the program s and entertainm ents 
which were to lie held during the year 1!)21-1!)22 as shown by 
the calendar worked out by the community council. These 
events are to be given a clear right-of-way on these dates in 
this district.
Fri., Sept. 9—C om m unity R eception for T eachers.
F ri., “ 16—M eeting of tlie C om m unity Council.
F ri., “ 23—L ite ra ry — Slides and T alk  on Mexico.
Sat., Oct. 1—L ecture  C ourse—M etropolitan  Glee Club.
F ri., “ 7—L ite ra ry  P rogram .
Fri., “ 14—Band and  O rchestra  P rogram .
Fri., “ 21—School of In s truc tion  to  V oters.
F ri., “ 28—W ho’s W ho in Industry , A gricu ltu re , E ducation , Re­
ligion.
Fri., Nov. 4—L ite ra ry  P rogram .
Fri., “ 11—L ite ra ry  P rogram .
F ri., “ 18—L ite ra ry  P rogram .
Fri., “ 25—L ecture  C ourse. Dr. P arry .
F ri., Dec. 2—L ite ra ry  P rogram .
Fri., “ 9—M usical P rogram .
W ed., “ 14—P aren t-T eachers M eeting.
F ri., “ 16—L aporte  B asketball Game (H ere).
Sat. “ 17—W est H igh B asketball Game (H ere).
Tues., “ 20—F arm  B ureau P rogram .
W ed., “ 21—D eclam ation C ontest.
F ri., “ 23—Jesup  B asketball Game (H ere).
Fri., “ 23—C hris tm as P rogram  in afternoon.
F ri., Jan . 6—High School P arty .
W ed., “ 11— L ecture  C ourse—H ebei Trio.
Sat., “ 14—Dike B asketball (H ere)
F ri., “ 20—D unkerton  B asketball Game (H ere).
Fri., “ 26-27-28—F arm  B ureau and S hort Course.
Fri., “ 3—L ite ra ry  P rogram — Slides and T alk  on H aw aii.
Fri., Feb. 10—W. C. T. U. and M usical P rogram .
F ri., “ 17—Music and L ite ra ry  P rogram .
Wed., “ 20— L ecture  C ourse—W illiam s (E xperim en ter).
F ri., Mar. 3—L ite ra ry  and Slides.
F ri., “ 10—E ighth  G rade P rogram .
Fri., “ 17—Miss M om bers P rogram .
Fri., “ 24— M usical Program .
Fri., “ 31—F reshm an  Program .
Fri., Apr. 7—Miss S harp 's  P rogram .
Fri., “ 14—M isses P a lie r’s and M iller’s P rogram s.
Fri., “ 21—M usical (Vocal and In s tru m en ta l).
Fri., “ 28—Sophom ore P rogram .
T hrs., May 4—Senior C lass Play.
•T his  council consists of eleven m em bers, each rep resen ting  some organ ization  or in­
te rest in the  com m unity.
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F ri., May 5— Senior C lass P lay .1
Fri., “ 13—Ju n io r C lass P rogram .
Fri., “ 20— M usical P rogram .
Sun. “ 22—B accalau reate  Serm on.
T hrs., “ 26— C om m encem ent P rogram .
Fri., “ 27—P icnic  Day.
Orange : The consolidated school in this district was con­
ceived and built w ith the idea of m aking it the center of com­
m unity activities as well as a schoolhouse, and the assembly 
room and gymnasium of the high school are generally used for 
all community activities. A community lite rary  society, organ­
ized in 1908-9 by teachers and patrons of the district, in itiates 
and continually fosters new ideas. It has been an organizing 
center of thought and progress in the community from  the time 
it was organized and was largely responsible for the develop­
ment of the consolidation idea in the township, which led to the 
building of the new consolidated school in 1916-16. I t  has over 
200 active members and holds meetings every F riday  evening 
during  the w inter months. P rogram s for the school year
1921-22 consisted of eight lite rary  program s, a t three of which 
slides were also shown, eight program s by the high school and 
upper grade classes, seven musical program s, five basketball 
games, a three-lecture lecture course, two farm  bureau m eet­
ings, a community reception for teachers, a community council 
meeting, a paren t-teachers’ meeting, a declam atory contest, a 
high school party  and commencement. The lite rary  program s 
at various times consist of debates, readings, dialogs, plays, vo­
cal and instrum ental music, im prom ptu speeches, current 
events, essays, talks and other program s which utilize every 
type of ta lent possessed by the children, young people and pa­
rents of the district.
A num ber of the newer form s of recreation and education 
have come into the community only since consolidation. Some 
of these are agricu ltural short course, corn and poultry  shows, 
community orchestra and band, lecture course, fa ther and son 
and mother and daughter banquets, basketball, declamation 
contest, Hi-Y meetings, Girl Reserves, motion pictures of the 
educational type, stereoptican pictures and farm  bureau m eet­
ings.
Over tw o-thirds of the farm ers in the d istric t belong to some 
fa rm ers’ organization other than  the cooperative creamery. 
More than  10 percent of them belong to two or more organiza­
tions. N ineteen of the farm  women belonged to the W. C. T. 
U., 19 to the M others’ club, 10 to the Orange club, 8 to the La­
d ies’ Aid society, 4 to a lad ies’ club, 2 to the M issionary society,
2 to the Sunshine club and one each to the Country club, W ater­
loo club and Community club.
’This play was given in the neighboring d is tric t the  second night.
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F arm ers’ children belong to the following boys’ and g irls ’ 
clubs: 9 to a poultry club, 3 to a garden club, 2 to a pig club, 1 
each to a corn club and a calf club. Two belong to a school club.
MUSIC IN T H E  SCHOOL
A part-tim e vocal music teacher spends two and one-half 
days per week at the school, and the other half is spent in the 
Hudson school. Vocal music is tau g h t in all grades and in the 
high school at regular periods. At vacant periods the music 
teacher assists pupils who have difficulty w ith carry ing tones 
or are monotones.
For instrum ental music, an instructor is hired who conducts 
the community band and orchestra and gives private lessons to 
all who desire to take them. The band and orchestra give pro­
gram s a t stated times during the w inter and open air concerts 
during the summer.
PHYSICAL EX ER CISES, GAMES AND PLAY
F arm ers’ children in this open country school are taugh t how 
to play and are given supervised physical education as a regular 
p art of their school work and training. This train ing  is given 
under the supervision of the teachers. Both indoor and out­
door games and exercises are carried on. The following daily 
schedule will show the system used and the time allotted to 
each division or c lass:
F ir s t p rim ary  ..................... 10:00-10:15 S e tting  up exercises in gym
Second p rim ary  .................10:15-10:30 “ “ .................. .
F ir s t in te rm e d ia te .............10:30-10:45 “ “ “ “ “
Second in te rm e d ia te .........10:45-11:00 “ “ “ “ “
J r . h igh school bo y s.........11:00-11:40 M.W.F. ( S e tting  up exercises
11:40-12:00 Tu. Th. \ B asketball, etc.
J r . high school g ir ls ........ 11:00-11:40 Tu. Th. ( Volley ball, gam es,
11:40-12:00 M.W.F. j  exercises
Sr. h igh school b o y s .........12:00-12:40 M.W.F. j „  , ,,
12:40- 1:00 Tu.Th. j «asketD an
Sr. high school g ir ls ........ 12:40- 1:00 M.W.E. (E x e rc ise s
■ 12:00-12:40 Tu.Th. j Volley ball, etc.
J r . h igh school boys and 1 :45 - 2:00 Games
g irls  ....................................  2 :1 5 -2 :3 0
F ir s t p r i m a r y .....................  2 :00 - 2:15
Second p rim ary  .................  2 :30 - 2:45 “
F ir s t in te rm e d ia te ............. 2 :4 5 - 3:00 “
In o rder to  p reven t congestion on the  playground, th e  p rim ary  
g rades have lunch from  11:40 to  12:00 and play from 12:00 to  12:40 
under the  supervision of th e  teacher.
T he in te rm ed ia te  room s have lunch from  12:00 to  12:20 and play 
from  12:20 to  1:00. T his p lan gives sy s tem atic  physical developm ent, 
sy s tem atic  play supervision and a  noon hour carefully  o rdered  for 
lunch. T he lunch period is from  15 to  20 m inutes.
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In  th e  h igh school, school is no t d ism issed  a t  all, b u t each  division 
has its  sep a ra te  period for gym nasium  w ork and  lunch. F rom  11:00 
to  12:00, w hile th e  Ju n io r H igh School is a t lunch and  play, th e  Senior 
H igh School is a t  work. P rom  12:00 to  1:00, w hile th e  Senior H igh 
School is a t  lunch and play, th e  Ju n io r H igh School pupils a re  a t 
work. T his p lan seem s to  w ork w ell in th is  school, w here th e  ch ild ren  
a ll come from  the farm s and bring  th e ir  lunches w ith  them . It also 
seem s to  w ork w ell in th a t it  g roups th e  ch ild ren  n a tu ra lly  on th e  age 
basis.
Jesup-. One of the great potential and increasing possibili­
ties of a consolidated school d istric t is the community activities 
it can foster and the community sp irit it  can and does gen­
erate and develop. Jesup consolidated school buildings and 
grounds are planned so as to contribute very generously and ef­
fectively to community development. The high school aud ito r­
ium is the scene of many community meetings, especially d u r­
ing the w inter. The school cooperates w ith the township and 
county farm  bureau organizations in providing regular ga ther­
ings all open to the public. P rogram s for special days such as 
Arm istice day and Thanksgiving day bring the people of the 
d istric t together and develops a community solidarity. The 
high school has m aintained a lyceum course for several years. 
Committees representing various civic organizations of the dis­
tric t have a t their disposal a room in the building. The school 
building was built and is owned by the public and it is the aim 
of the school authorities to encourage its use for any purpose 
which will serve the community in a wholesome way. School 
entertainm ents of every kind, held in the building, a ttra c t the 
entire populace. L iterary  society program s, given by high 
school societies, of which there are three, present program s 
every two weeks on F riday  evenings, a t which the average num ­
ber of those in attendance, aside from students, is from 40 to 50.
As a p art of its accepted community service, the school en­
courages club work of various sorts. The clubs which were es­
pecially successful the past year were poultry  clubs, canning 
clubs and Jersey calf clubs. Members of these clubs exhibited 
a t county, d istric t and state fairs w ith success.
A somewhat sm aller percentage of the farm ers in this d istric t 
are members of the county F arm  Bureau, bu t a large num ber of 
them belong to the Jesup F arm ers’ Shipping and Buying asso­
ciation. Then, too, a m ajority  of the farm ers and their wives 
and children belong to the Jesup Community club. Most of 
the village families also belong to this club. This club is well 
organized and has a regular group of officers which constitute 
the Community Center Council. The purpose of the club is 
educational, recreational and social. I t  meets and conducts 
program s regularly  th ruou t the year in the school building.
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This club has been the means of building up and perpetuating 
a cooperative community spirit and solidarity between the farm  
and village people.
TABLE XIX. REASONS W HY BOYS AND GIRLS LEAVE TH E
FARM
The answers to the question, “ W hat in your opinion is the 
chief reason which causes boys and girls to leave the fa rm ?” 
are summarized below. I t is apparent that according to the 
fa rm ers’ own opinions: (1 ) the defects in farm  environment 
and farm  life conditions, the improvement of which are largely 
w ithin the control of farm  people themselves, are a greater 
cause of boys and girls leaving the farm  than the allurem ents 
of the city ; (2 ) th a t lack of social life—the starvation  of the 
psychic and social self—is a greater cause than  any other single 
cause; and (3) th a t children are not as much to blame as pa­
rents and the environm ent with which they surround the chil­
dren for the city-w ard trend of farm  boys and girls.
Hudson O range Jesup Total
Defects of the farm  :
No pay and too much w o rk ..................................... 8 6 2 16
N ot enough spending money and re c re a tio n .. 4 5 2 11
Not enough social life, recreation , vacations
tions and  am usem ent ................................................ 15 8 8 31
Too long hours ; tco  steady a  grind  ; too much
hard  work ..................................................................... 11 10 5 26
N ot in teresting  nor a ttrac tiv e  ; lack of conven­
iences ................................................................................ 12 3 3 18
Lack of farm  education in school.......................... •• 1 1
L ure of the  c i ty :
H igher wages and  m ore frequen t p a y ................. 10 4 5 19
Heady money and social ad v an tag es ................... 1 1
More money, less w o rk ................................................ 5 1 6
S horter w orking hours, easier w o rk .................... ■■ 4 2 6
S horter hours, m ore style, good tim e ................. 2 4 6
E asier life, be tte r o p p o rtu n ities ............................ •• 2 1 3
B etter dress and  appea rances ................................. 1 1
P a re n ts ’ fa u lt:
P a ren ts  to  b lam e.......................................................... 3 5 3 11
N ot enough com panionship between fa th e r and
1 2 2 5
Lack of p a rtn e rsh ip ; too little  p a y ...................... 4 8 6 18
P aren ts  too s t r i c t ........................................................ 1 •• 1 2
Boys’ and  g irls fa u lt:
Don’t  w an t to work, fa rm ing  not good 
enough, don’t  like f a rm ............................................. 4 •• 1 5
M iscellaneous:
Cars m ake young people discontented, and 
sending children to high school in town 
educates them  aw ay from  the  fa rm ...................... 1 2 3 6
RECREATION
R ural folk generally do not fully realize the importance of 
recreation in a satisfied farm  life. As there is plenty of work 
on the farm  which the children can do, play to many farm  pa­
rents means reducing the efficiency and amount of farm  work 
their children perform. However, some farm ers, especially the
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younger ones, realize the fallacy of robbing childhood and even 
adult life of play and they see in it one of the main causes of 
dissatisfaction with farm  life. They realize th a t a well-bal- 
anced ration of work and play creates a g reater interest in work 
and, therefore, increases work efficiency in both quantity  and 
quality.
Because they have discovered the im portance of recreation, 
these communities surveyed have half-day or whole-dav com­
m unity picnics, half-day holidays for ball games, trips and 
other social and recreational activities. This is as it should be. 
It is evidence of the fact that the farm er is coming to be m aster 
of his work, that he is driving his work ra th e r than  being 
driven by it. In other words, the farm er is beginning to realize 
more that a certain  amount of wholesome play mixed in with 
the work of himself and his children is like lubricating  oil to 
the machine. As oil makes the machine work better and last 
longer, so does play lubricate the work of the individual.
The figures below show how concretely the paren ts of these 
d istricts link up w ith the recreational activities of their chil­
dren.
TA B LE XX. PA R E N T S’ IN T ER EST S IN  TH E RECREA TION  OF T H E IR  
CH ILD REN
♦Do the  fa rm er and his w ife take  some 
active p a r t  in the ir ch ild ren’s gam es ?
No ..........................................................................
Hudson 
83 homes
O range 
132 homes
Jesup  
170 homes
Total 
385 homes
No. 1 P er- 
1 cent
!
i
i
25 | 30 
36 j 43.4
No. 1 Per- 
1 cent1
i
1
40 | 30 
56 42.4
No. 1 P er 
I cent
1
1
34 | 20 
88 | 51.8
No. 1 P er- 
| cent
1
i
99 | 22.7 
180 | 46.7
♦Are children given any  holidays o ther | | 
th an  Sunday and reg u la r holidays which | { 
they  can coun t as th e ir  ow n ? 1 '
--------------------------------  1 1
!
!
1
1
I
I !
i
Yes ........................................................................| 40 | 48.2
No ........................................................................| 17 | 20
66 | 50 
26 20
45 | 26.4 |151 I 39.2 
75 j 44.1 j 118 j 30.6
♦In each d is tric t there  a re  some fam ilies w ith  no children. In  o ther fam ilies the chil­
dren a re  e ither too young o r too old to  be involved. In  a  few cases, th e  replies were 
too indifinite to be counted. As a  result, only those fam ilies a re  included in  the num ­
ber columns as answ ered, bu t the percentages a re  based on th e  to ta l num ber of fam i­
lies so as to show th e  percen t of all fam ilies who p artic ipa te  or do no t partic ipa te  in 
the  games of the children.
TABLE XXI—FA RM ERS’ IN TER EST IN BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ 
CLUB WORK
The farm ers who have children of club age were asked 
whether they were willing to have their children become club 
members and w hether they gave the children any encourage­
ment to join these clubs. This, of course, excludes the farm ers 
who have no children or no children of club age. Excluding 
these families and considering the remaining ones as 100 per­
cent, we have the following figures:
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| H udson | O range | Jesup 
| P ercen t | P e rcen t [ P e rcen t |
Total
P e rcen t
Fam ilies which encouraged children to  jo in  | 
clubs or w ere w illing  to  do s o ................................ |
1
56 | 54 35 48.3
Those which have n o t encouraged children to  | 
jo in  c lu b s ..........................................................................| «  1 42 58 47
Those opposed to  hav ing  th e ir  children jo in  | 
clubs .................................................................................. | 3 1 4 7 4.7
PA REN TS ENCOURAGING T H E IR  CHILDREN TO SAVE
The farm ers were asked if they made any concrete effort to 
develop the habit of th rif t in their children by giving them 
money or other means of beginning savings accounts. I t  was 
found various practices were followed by farm ers to develop 
saving habits in their children. Some gave them money out­
righ t and suggested to the children th a t they  pu t a p a r t of it 
in a savings account. Others gave their children money w ith 
the understanding th a t a certain  p art m ust be put into a sav­
ings account. Others gave the children a pig, a calf, or the use 
of a piece of ground on which to grow corn or raise other crops 
which they could sell for the proceeds. Some gave their chil­
dren  an in terest in the chickens, hogs, etc., either w ith or w ith­
out the understanding th a t the child should save a p art of his 
or her returns. S till other cases were found where the fathers 
sold the child a pig or calf and took his or her note for the p u r­
chase pi’ice, the note to be paid when the anim al was sold.
From  one-half to tw o-thirds of the families w ith children old 
enough to fit into such a scheme were following some one or a
Fig . 14. A fa rm  house w ith  a law n playground.
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combination of the above plans more or less consistently w ith 
their children. Practically all of the farm ers who were follow­
ing this method of teaching' their children the habit of th rift 
were enthsiastic about the benefits derived therefrom , both to 
the parents and the children. Some of them  saw in it imme­
diate financial re tu rns because of more and better and increased 
in terest in farm  life. Others viewed it as one of the strongest 
means of attach ing  their children to farm  life and of building 
up a real co-partnership between themselves and their children. 
The American farm  boy is not happy unless he feels th a t he is 
doing something w orth while. Enabling him to acquire prop­
erty  of his own and interspersing his work w ith a reasonable 
am ount of wholesome fun and recreation is one of the best ways 
of leading him to realize th a t his work and life on the farm  are 
w orth while, in financial re tu rns and in the enjoym ent of life.
Table X X II shows the following interesting facts as to condi­
tions which prevail among owners and tenants and as to younger 
and older farmers.
1. In each of th e  th ree  d is tr ic ts  the  younger m en opera te  th e  sm all­
e r  farm s. T his is tru e  both w ith ow ners and  tenan ts .
2. The younger te n a n ts  a re  fa r  m ore likely  to  be re la ted  to th e ir
TA B LE X X III. HOM E CO NV EN IEN C ES AND HOM E EN V IRO N M EN T
Total no. of hom es....................................................
Total no. of te n a n t hom es.....................................
Hudson
D istric t
83
47
O range
D istric t
132
55
Jesup
D istric t
170
94
f
A c-e
"is S £ a  £ 3  * « £ jj £
'S $
® £ d S u g • g °. s►2 © ■ *5 ° £  ©£  x & x
Size of homes in rooms ......................................... 8 i 9 9 7 6
R unning  w a ter ........................................................ 20 10 59 15 30 9
B ath  tub  ....................................................................... 15 5 56 12 20 5
Indoor t o i l e t ................................................................. 12 4 53 12 17 4
E lectriclights ............................................................... 32 11 39 12 23 10
Gas lights ..................................................................... 9 4 30 10 24 13
Pow er w asher ............................................................. 58 35 83 25 57 21
E lectric  iron ............................................................... 24 8 36 10 17 7
Gas iron ....................................................................... 8 6 23 8 20 9
C arpet sweeper . .................................................... 38 18 46 16 61 31
Vacuum  cleaner ........................................................ 29 11 36 8 16 6
Furnace, hot w ater, o r steam  h e a t ...................... 31 13 108 30 30 14
Telephone ..................................................................... 81 45 128 51 136 77
R efrigera to r ............................................................... 24 15 57 12 10 6
Gas cook s t o v e ............................................................. 10 4 17 2 6 3
Oil cook stove ............................................................. 55 30 81 30 108 60
Pianos ............................................................................ 28 13 68 22 72 35
O ther m usical in s tru m e n ts ..................................... | 571 25 622 26 88" 43
Sleeping porches ........................................................ 14 4 30 3 9 3
One-story houses ........................................................ 1 2 0 3 0 4 2
One and one-half s tory  houses............................ 11 8 15 4 44 28
Tw o-story houses ...................................................... 69 37 114 51 106 54
Two and one-half s to rie s ......................................... 1 1 ••
Automobiles ................................................................. 81 45 124 51 146 77
1O rgans, phonographs, c la rine ts, horns, v ictro las.
2Three horns, 29 v ic tro las, 11 phonographs, 14 organs, 3 violins, 1 tru m p e t and  1 
c la rine t.
3V ictrolas, violins, phonographs, organs, cornets, horns.
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TABLE XXII. SOME IN T ER EST IN G  THINGS ABOUT FARM ERS 35 YEAR3 OLD AND OVER AND FARM ERS 34 YEARS AND UN D ER
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HUDSON
Owners
35 and over ............. 29 200.3 14.1 27.5 5.1 100.0 27. 6 24.1 44.8 20.7 17.2 62.1 68.9 6.9 72.0
Owners
34 and under ......... 7 160.4 3.5 26.6 2.9 100 0 28 5 1 28.6 28.6 42.9 14.3 71.4 100.0 28.6 85.7
Tenants
35 and over ........... 30 279.1 23.3 13.9 26.3 5.9 100 0 20. 0 1 7.4 29.2 7.4 3.7 56.7 70.4 0 66.6
Tenants
34 and under ......... 17 179.6 47.1 6.5 23.4 3 .2 88 .2 5.9 | 6.2 12.5 12.5 6.2 76.4 75.0 25.0 75.0
ORANGE
Owners
35 and over ........... 70 163.0 20.3 25.2 5.9 94 .3 32 9 | 56.4 30.6 21.0 8.1 85.7 61.4 11.3 48.4
Owners
34 and under ......... 7 123.4 9.8 24.9 4.5 100 .0 0 1 37.5 25.0 50.0 25.0 8o\7 75.0 12.5 87.5
Tenants
35 and over ........... 23 163.1 43.5 12.8 26.3 5.8 91 .3 21 7 | 36.8 36.8 21.1 10.5 52.2 77.7 0 77.7
Tenants
34 and under ......... 32 143.4 65.5 5 .9 25.0 4.4 93 7 3 1 | 20.0 36.6 28.8 25.0 84.4 80.0 16.0 80.0
JE S U P
Owners
35 and  over ........... 66 145.7 17.9 26.5 5.0 89 .4 4 5 | 24.1 20.7 13.8 1.7 62.1 55.2 32.8 53.4
Owners
34 and under ......... 10 137.3 8.3 | 23.3 3.8 100.0 1 io 0 | 30.0 | 10.0 30.0 20.0 90.0 70.0 20.0 80.0
Tenants
35 and over ........... 52 184.5 13.5 13.2 26.8 4.5 73 .1 3 8 | 11.6 13.7 6.5 2.2 67.3 43.1 6.0 51.0
Tenants
34 and under ......... 42 156.8 45.2 6.1 22.5 3.7 92 8 2 4 [ 14.5 7.2 17.5 2.5 64.3 47.4 13.1 61.8
♦Percentages a re  based on the  num ber o f accurate  reports in each group. In a few cases this is one or two less than  the num ber indicated in the  to ta l 
column a t  the left.
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F ig . 15. A  H udson d is tric t fa rm stead . The old fa rm  house a t  th e  le ft is used as 
th e  home of th e  h ired  m an . In  th e  cen ter of th e  p ic tu re  is shown a  fam ous I ’ercheron 
stallion .
landlords. T his is a  hopeful asp ec t of farm  ten an try , for it  ind ica tes 
th a t  a  constan tly  increasing  p ercen t of th e  te n a n ts  a re  sons or sons- 
in-law who follow th e ir  fa th e rs  or fathers-in-law  on the  farm . T hese 
te n a n ts  a re  for th e  m ost p a r t fu tu re  ow ners of th e  farm s they  now 
operate .
3. F a rm ers  a re  m arry ing  younger th a n  form erly  as show n by th e  
age a t  tim e of m arriag e  of th e  younger m en as  com pared w ith  th e  
o lder m en. The 1920 F ed era l C ensus show s th a t  th is  is tru e  also  for 
a ll of th e  U nited  S ta tes . T hese figures show a la rg e r p ercen t m arried  
of all persons in  th e  younger age groups th a n  in  fo rm er decades.
4. W ith  bu t one exception, th e  younger fa rm ers a re  m ore likely  to 
have autom obiles th a n  the o lder ones. A num ber of questions a rise  
regard ing  th is , such a s : (1) Do th e  younger fa rm ers  have cars even 
tho  th ey  m ay no t be as able to  afford them , or a re  they  b e tte r  fa rm ers  
and can b e tte r  afford cars  even tho  they  operate  sm aller farm s? (2) 
Do som e of th e  o ldest fa rm ers  no t desire  cars, even tho  they  can af­
ford them ?
5. In tw o of th e  th ree  d is tr ic ts  am ong th e  ow ners, th e  younger m en 
have th e  h igher p ercen t of m odern hom es. T his is tru e  a lso  fo r th e  
younger te n a n ts  in one case. M odern hom es in th is  study  m eans 
hom es w ith  runn ing  w ater, b a th  room  and to ile t, cen tra l h ea ting  sys­
tem  and  e ith e r gas o r e lec tric  ligh ts. If the  hom e h as only som e of 
these  conveniences, i t  is listed  as p artly  m odern.
6. The younger fa rm ers  have had  m ore h igh school and  college 
tra in in g  th a n  th e  o lder ones.
7. The younger farm ers, w ith  bu t one exception, have a h ig h er per-
TA BLE XXIV. FARM ER OW NED AUTOM OBILES
Cost of car
HUDSON 
Owners | Tenants
ORANGE | JE S S U P  
Owners | Tenants! Owners | T enan ts T otal
$500-$700 ........................ 21 30 45 32 44 56 228
$700-$1000 ...................... 2 1 4 9 3 1 5 24
$1000-$1500 .................... 18 1 io 24 16 23 11 102
$1500-$2000 .................... 3 1 7 8 2 4 7 31
Over $2000........................ 2 1 3 11 2 3 1 22
Total no. of e a r s ......... 46 54 97 55 75 80 407
Total no. fam ilies. . . . 36 1 47 77 55 76 94 385
Fam ilies w ith  no c ars . 0 ! 2 4 4 7 17 34
Fam ilies w ith  tw o or 
m ore cars ........................ 9
1
[ 7 23 6 4 3 52*
♦Four ow ner fam ilies had th ree  cars each, 1 in H udson, 2 in O range, and  1 in  Je3up.
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Fig . 20. E igh t of the be tte r farm  homes of the  d istric ts .
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centage of church m em bersh ip  th an  th e  older ones. T h is is qu ite  con­
tra ry  to  a very  comm on opinion.
8. The younger fa rm ers  a re  m ore likely to  hold m em bersh ip  in 
fa rm ers’ organizations.
9. The younger fa rm ers a re  m ore likely to carry  life insurance.
A P P E N D I X  
RE-SURVEY OF ORANGE DISTRICT
The student of ru ra l life problems needs to know not only 
w hat are the actual conditions which prevail in the country at 
any one time, but he also needs to know what changes are taking 
place, the nature of such changes and the rapidity  with which 
they come about. To enable him to know these latter facts he 
must from time to time go back over the same field and make a 
re-survev of conditions.
The Orange d istrict was first surveyed by the R ural Sociology 
Research Section in 1915-16.* I t was re-surveyed by the Sec­
tion in 1920-21. I t is, therefore, now possible to note the changes 
which have taken  place in a period of five years and such 
changes are noted in this appendix.
There is a slight difference in the two studies as made which 
should be noted. In the earlier study there were 142 farm  fam i­
lies, while in the la tte r  there are 132. The percentages in the 
tables are based each on the figures for the respective study.
These differences in num ber of families came about as fol­
lows: In 1915, before consolidation of the schools was com­
pleted, our study included the whole of Orange township. This 
study included a num ber of very small trac ts along the north 
edge of the township near the corporation line of W aterloo and 
a num ber of one-half to two-acre trac ts  at the center of the 
township where a num ber of farm ers had built homes and re­
tired near the church. In  the 1920-21 study three farm s on 
the west side of the township which are in the Hudson con­
solidated school d istrict are not included and neither are the 
small trac ts  referred  to above. Om itting these small trac ts in­
fluences the percentages in at least two of the tables below, but, 
otherwise, no appreciable difference is caused by om itting 
them. The two tables affected a r e : the one on size of farms and 
the one on modern conveniences. If  these small trac ts  had been 
included in the second study, the size of farm s operated by own­
ers would be less than  shown in the figures. On the other hand, 
had they been included, the percentage of modern conveniences 
in the other table would have been higher than  those shown 
for 1920-21, because almost all of the homes on these small 
trac ts  are modern in every respect.
♦Bulletin No. 184 ; A R ura l Social Survey of O range Township, B lackhaw k County, 
Iowa.
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The percentage comparisons following reveal the changes 
which have come into this d istric t in  the brief period of five 
years.
Changes which took place on the 132 farms in the five-year period, 
1915-16 to 1920-21:
No change on 66a farm s, o r 50 percen t.
C hange of ow nership  on 37b farm s, or 28 percen t.
F a rm s change from  te n a n t to  ow ner ope ra to r 16, or 12.1 percen t. 
F a rm s change from  ow ner to  te n a n t o pera to r 20, o r 15.2 percen t. 
F a rm s w ith  a  change of te n a n ts  9, or 6.8 percen t.
a .  T w e n ty -s ix  o f  th e se  a r e  te n a n t  f a rm s , b u t  h a v e  h a d  no  c h a n n e  o f  te n a n ts  in  th e  
five years.
b. S ixteen of these  fa rm s changed from  te n a n t operation  to ow ner operation  as 
show n in  the  n ex t group , and  five o f these  ten a n ts  succeeded them selves as ow ners 
of the  fa rm s they w ere on. These 16 fa rm s a re  counted tw ice.
I t  is, of course, known th a t there is a complete change of 
fa rm  ownership as well as of a.ll othty property  once each gen­
eration. The above figures are changes th a t are largely  in  ad­
dition to this generational change and shows something of the 
frequency of changes even in  a  ru ra l community like this one 
in  which there is more than  average stab ility  to more th an  aver­
age Iowa ru ra l homogeneity of population. '
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Size of farm s
O wners T enan ts T otal
1915-16
1920-21
150.1
159.4
167.8
151.6
157.2
156.2
P e rcen t of te n a n ts  re la ted  
In 1915-16 th e re  w ere 46 
In 1920-21 th e re  w ere 56
to landlords 
.4 percen t 
.4 percen t
P e rcen t of te n a n ts  expecting  to becom e landow ners 
In 1915-16 th e re  w ere 93.4 percen t 
In 1920-21 th e re  w ere 94.4 percen t
A verage age of fa rm ers
1915-16
1920-21
50.0
47.3
34.2
35.1
A verage num ber of years  farm ing
O w ners T enan ts
1915-16
1920-21
21.9
19.3
10.4
8.8
P ercen t belonging to  fa rm ers’ o rganizations
O w ners T enan ts
1915-16 59.3 35.7
1920-21 62.6 79.0
P ercen t of children  who a re  m arried  liv ing on farm s 
In 1915-16 th e re  w ere 75 percen t 
In 1920-21 th e re  w ere 75 percen t
C ountry of b ir th : P e rcen t na tive  born
O w ners O w ners’
w ives T enan ts
T en an ts’
wives
1915-16
1920-21
...........! 97.7
...........j 9 4 .S
9S.7
95.9
92.9
94.5
88.0
93.7
M arita l condition : P e rcen t of fa rm ers m arried
O wners T enan ts
1915-16
1920-21
95.2
96.1
87.3
87.3
Age a t tim e of m arriage  in years
O wners T enan ts
1915-16 25.3 25.6
1920-21 25.2 25.5
P e rcen t of fa rm ers carry ing  life insurance
O wners T enan ts
1915-16
1920-21
29.1
51.9
44.6
79.0
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P ercen t of fa rm ers and fa rm ers’ w ives belonging to  church
.  . Men W om en
1915-16 .................................................................. 72.5 83.8
1920-21 .................................................................. 80.3 90.7
P ercen t of fam ilies hav ing  autom obiles
O w ners T enan ts
1915-16 .................................................................... 87.2 44.6
1920-21 .................................................................... 94.8 90.9
P ercen t of H om es H aving M odern C onveniences
A verage size of hom es in ro o m s. . .
R unning w a te r ....................................
B ath  tu b s ...............................................
Indoor to ile t ........................................
E lec tric  ligh ts ......................................
Gas ligh ts ...............................................
Pow er w asher ......................................
E lec tric  or gas iro n ..............................
C arpet sw eeper ..................................
Vacuum c leaner1 ................................
Furnace, hot w ater or steam  h e a t . .
T e le p h o n e ...............................................
R e f r ig e ra to r ..........................................
Gas cook s t o v e ....................................
Oil cook stove ......................................
S leeping porch- ....................................
P iano  .......................................................
1915-16 | 1920-21
All
hom es
(142)
T enan ts
(56)
All
hom es
(132)
T enants
(55)
8.6 S .5 : 9.0 9.0
40.1 20.0 | 44.7 27.2
33.1 14.3 | 42.4 21.8
24.0 7.1 | 40.2 21.8
11.3 7.1 ! 29.5 21.8
33.1 21.6 [ 22.7 18.2
47.9 2S.6 | 62.9 45.4
25.4 14.3 44.7 32.7
53.4 37.5 | 34.8 29.1
27.3 14.5
50.7 37.5 | S I .8 54.5
92.9 98.2 ; 96.9 89.1
38.7 21.6 i 43.2 21.8
20.4 7.1 | 12.9 3.6
33.1 26.8 61.4 54.5
31.7 8.9 ! 22.7 5.3
56.3:i 35.7 51.5 40.0
1. C arpet sweepers and  vacuum  cleaners w ere listed together under carp e t sweepers 
in 1915-16.
2. In  the 1915-16 figures, o rd inary  porches were included which w ere used all o r a  
p a r t  of th e  year as sleeping porches. In  the  1920-21 figures, only reg u la r sleep­
ing  porches have been included.
3. O rgans w ere included here in 1915-16 w hile only pianos w ere listed above in 
1920-21.
Com parison of F ac ilitie s  on F arm s and in  F arm  H om es in U nited 
S ta tes, Iowa and O range C onsolidated School 
D istrict.
1I
I
1
Telephone W ate r | 
piped | 
piped into 
house
Gas or 
elec tric  
light
Automo­
bile
| Y ear P ercen t P ercen t | P ercen t P ercen t
U nited S tates* . ,| 1920 38.7 10.0 I 7.0 30.7
Iowa* ................. ,| 1920 S6.1 15.9 1 15.3 73.1
O range d is tr ic t. • | 1920 93.9 44.7 | 52.2 93.9
♦A bstract of th e  14th census, pages 748-9.
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